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The government approved 
today the decision about all 
the public procurement 
procedures being carried 
out electronically. Prime 
Minister Sali Berisha 
highlighted that Albania is 
among the first countries that establishes electronic 
procedures in all the public procurements and 
considered this a very important step even for fight 
against corruption in this field.   

(continues page 6)    
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Prime Minister Sali Berisha 
attended today morning the 
signing ceremony of the 
“Energy Pole of Lezha 
region”, a project of Italy’s 
Marseglia Group. This investment is 1 billion Euro 
worth. Attending this ceremony were the ambassador 
of Italy to Albania Saba D’Elia 

    (continues page 7)  
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Prime Minister Sali Berisha has sent a message of 
congratulations to Mr. Barack Obama for taking the 
office of the President of the United States of 
America.        
    (continues page 3)  
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In the framework of the project on planting 20 million 
olive trees, the government approved today giving by 
concession of 1 thousand hectare area for planting. 
While presenting the decision at the meeting of the 
Council of Ministers, PM Berisha said that this is the 
first step toward implementation of this project.  
  

 (continues page 6)  
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-PM Berisha: I invite opposition to exercise 
control on preparation of electoral process 
 

                                                             (page 2) 
�
- PM Berisha: The virtuosos of Tirana, brilliant 
ambassadors for creative genius of our nation 

 
 (page 3) 

 

 - PM Berisha receives Chairman of the Social 
Democratic Party and former Kosova Prime 
Minister,  Agim Çeku 

(page 4)  
 

 - PM Berisha: Devoll River cascade, the biggest 
project of water power generation in Europe  
 

(page 5)                                            
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Prime Minister Sali Berisha received today the 
representatives of the British Charles Street Securities 
Co. headed by Mr. Gerard Mizrahi. The 
representatives of the British company expressed to 
PM Berisha their interest to invest in Albania in the 
field of tourism. Soon this investment firm will present 
the development project of a tourist area in Lalzi Bay. 
  
The project will develop over an area of about 30 
hectares and it will include building of a hotel and 
several tourist villas. 
  
PM Berisha welcomed the idea of the British investors 
and expressed GoA support to provide the proper 
infrastructure to this area of potential tourist 
destination. 
�
�
��� �����	
� ��%����� ����������� ��� '����
*���������� ����+������
����� ��� ���

� ,������
�������������

��
�

Prime Minister Sali 
Berisha invited today the 
opposition to join the 
Commission for 
Verification of Moral 
Figure of top officials in 
respect of Lustration 
Law. 

  
Speaking at the meeting of the Democratic Party 
Parliamentary group, PM Berisha called on the 
chairman of the Socialist Party Edi Rama to answer 
whether he considers the crimes committed during the 
totalitarian regime of Enver Hoxha as crimes against 
humanity and whether we should condemn these 
crimes. And further he should take a decision on 
enforcement of this law.   
  
In this context, the PM pointed to definition of the 
crimes against humanity as defined in international 
statutes and other documents as particularly odious 
offences in that they constitute a serious attack on 
human dignity or grave humiliation or a degradation of 
one or more human beings.  
   
The PM emphasized that such acts reach the 
threshold of crimes against humanity only if they are 
part of a widespread or systematic practice. Isolated  
 
inhumane acts of this nature may fall short of falling 
into the category of crimes under discussion. 

  
During the recent months Mr. Rama has adapted an 
unacceptable stand in this direction. Hence, he should 
wonder whether the class struggle executions, i.e. of a 
public political platform can be considered as crimes 
against humanity. What about tens and thousands of 
banishments based on a political platform of class 
struggle? Does the massive destruction of the cultural 
and religious values, the imposed atheism, and the 
humiliation of the human dignity constitute crimes 
against humanity? What about the food-ration cards, 
massive tortures and persecutions? Let Mr. Rama tell 
the Albanians his consideration of these, said further 
PM Berisha.  
  
In this context, the PM said that no other country has 
experienced what Albania did under the communist 
regime. 
The PM reiterated that all these crimes were related to 
government policies and as such all the international 
laws and conventions consider them as crimes against 
humanity. 
The people who drafted these platforms and the 
executors of these acts are responsible, said the PM. 
Were the executions restricted in Albania? No, they 
were even more numerous than the ones committed in 
the former communist countries except for the Soviet 
Union. Therefore, I call on Mr. Rama to reflect on this 
moment, emphasized PM Berisha. 
  
The PM said that the Lustration Law is the softest 
response and the fairest effort of separation from the 
past. 
The PM considered this a fair solution. Naturally, this is 
a major political issue, a policy that is looking for 
separation from the past, the atrocities against 
humanity, said the PM. This targets the end of an open 
chapter. I wish this message is considered in the light 
of the best civilized practices, said the PM. 
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During the meeting of the Democratic Party 

Parliamentary group, 
Prime Minister Sali 
Berisha appreciated the 
opening of the new 
Parliamentary session 
as important for the 

progress of the reforms up to the Election Day.    
  
While considering the general elections as the main 
issue over these months, the PM demanded from the 
lawmakers of the ruling majority to discuss with the 
opposition about setting up of a commission of great 
credibility. Likewise, PM Berisha invited the opposition 
to exercise control on preparation of electoral process  
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and considered its control as a great contribution in 
this direction. Our target is to develop a worthy 
electoral process, said PM Berisha. 
  
In this context, the PM said that the ruling majority is 
open to every proposal of the opposition and that 
targets enhance of transparency and the best 
finalization of the electoral process. Every political 
force should find itself in this process, said the PM. 
  
Speaking about the opposition suggestion of the 
Council of Ministers taking a decision on the validity of 
the existing documents of the citizens, the PM said 
that he will authorize the Ministry of Interior to consider 
this proposal.  
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Prime Minister Sali Berisha has sent a message of 
congratulations to Mr. Barack Obama for taking the 
office of the President of the United States of America.   
  
Honored President Obama!  
  
It is a special honor and pleasure for me that on behalf 
of the government of Albania and me in person to 
convey to you the friendliest greetings and the most 
cordial wishes on occasion of you taking the highest 
office of the world, the President of the United States 
of America, the great country of freedom. Your 
inauguration as the 44-th President of the USA marks 
a real epic event for your country and nation. But, on 
January 20, together with your inauguration as the 
President of the USA, it was also fulfilled the American 
dream, the major change of your country and the 
entire world. Hence, I take the opportunity to wish you 
success in accomplishment of your historic mission.  
Throughout our long history of survival, the Albanians 
have lived through sufferings, partitions, occupations, 
cruel dictatorships which have threatened our identity 
and existence. But, again we have been lucky because 
during the most critical moments we enjoyed the 
support of your great country and nation which has 
been determining to our destiny. Therefore, the 
Albanians have a great awareness and deep gratitude 
for your country. 
The USA has provided Albania with great assistance 
for building democracy based on the free market 
economy, the rule of law and its Euro-Atlantic 
integration. 
The government of Albania and me in person set top 
priority to the relations with the USA. Therefore, I take 
the opportunity to assure you that the government of 
Albania and me in person are quite determined and  

 
fully committed and are looking forward to close 
cooperation with You, Mr. President and your 
administration, to improve even further and in all the 
fields the good, friendly and loyal relations maintained 
between our two friendly countries and peoples in the 
framework of the bilateral and multilateral relations and 
especially in the framework of the North Atlantic 
Alliance.  
  
Albania is strong-willed to support the USA, the great 
strategic ally of the Albanian nation and the NATO, in 
all the efforts for peace and security in the region and 
over a wider area. While conveying once again my 
most cordial wishes for your success in the high office, 
I take the opportunity to express my high estimation,  
  
Yours sincerely 
  
Sali BERISHA 
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Prime Minister Sali 
Berisha and his 
spouse attended today 
evening the concert 
that the string 
orchestra The young 
virtuosos of Tirana 
performed at the 

Opera and Ballet House in the capital. The concert 
was organized by the Opera and Ballet House in 
cooperation with the Ministry for Foreign Affairs and 
under the auspices of PM Berisha. The talented 
Albanian musicians, who also perform with other 
orchestras in prestigious international stages, played 
with Great Master Zhani Ciko as conductor.    
  
In his greeting message to the instrumentalists, PM 
Berisha considered them the most brilliant 
ambassadors for creative genius of the nation. Today, 
these are virtuosos performing in the best stages of 
Europe and the world, they are the most brilliant 
ambassadors for the creative genius of the nation, but 
still they maintain their links with the country, the 
nation and stage they emerged from. 
  
Among other things, PM Berisha said: 
  
Your concert marks the beginning of two important 
events: the artistic season of the nation and nothing is 
more important for a nation than its artistic life, its  
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creative genius and its artistic values. But, this is also 
a special season as here are gathered artists, stringed 
instrument virtuosos who at a certain time turned into 
the harbingers of great changes that Albania would 
undergo. Many years ago this group traveled to Italy, 
Hungary and other countries and conveyed to those 
stages the message of hope and change the country 
and nation had.   
  
As a matter of fact, today these artists launch the new 
artistic season, but at the same time they pay homage 
to their work about which the Albanians have 
tremendous admiration. Today, these virtuous of the 
best European and world stages are the most brilliant 
ambassadors for the creative genius of the nation, but 
still they maintain their links with the country, the 
nation and stage they emerged from. We are proud of 
you and are happy about attending your concert this 
evening. 
  
The foreign minister drew my attention that the Ministry 
for Foreign Affairs was also looking for another benefit 
from this concert: it should also mark the beginning of 
the diplomatic year; a well-founded idea. I didnt reject 
the idea because you are the best ambassadors of the 
country and let us wish success to the Albanian 
diplomacy in its efforts for implementation of the two 
major projects of our country and nation: the NATO 
and EU integration. 
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Following the inauguration 
ceremony of the President 
of the United States of 
America Barack Obama, 
Prime Minister Sali 
Berisha welcomed 
President Obama 

inauguration and considered it one of the major events 
of the world history. 
  
During his speech delivered at the opening of The 
virtuosos of Tirana concert, PM Berisha said:   
  
This concert is given only about 30 minutes after the 
American nation and country, but even the entire world 
attended one of the greatest events of the world 
history, the inauguration of Barack Hussein Obama as 
the President of the United States of America. He is 
also the first African American to hold the office. 
  
Mr. Obama grasped the reins of power in a ceremony 
at the U.S. Capitol, one of the finest, most wonderful 
and most civilized symphonies, but the current  

 
ceremony was also absolutely gorgeous because 
together with the President at the While House was 
fulfilled the American dream, the promise, the big 
change of the country of freedom, the great change of 
the world. 
  
Following a legendary campaign, President Obama 
inauguration marks an epic landmark in the history of 
the United States and of the world. I wish from the 
bottom of my heart God bless the new president and 
his great country and nation.  
  
All eyes of mankind are fixed on him and his country 
during this time of crisis expecting this big country will 
generate all power, energy, hope to bring the 
American and world economy out of the crisis and 
restore it into the track of rapid development. 
  
Albania has constantly had in the USA its most worthy 
ally and friend. Today, a friend of Albania, the outgoing 
President George Bush leaves the White House and 
we are eternally grateful to him. But, the incoming 
President Obama, another friend comes at the White 
House and we are willing to fully cooperate with him in 
defense of the common values we share as we go 
ahead with implementation of the important 
programmes of the Albanian nation.  
 
 
 
��� �����	
� �����%���*	
���
�� ��� �	��"���

�
0�����
���� �
�� � 
��� ������� 1���%
� ������
���������������2�#��
 

 
Prime Minister Berisha met 
today with Chairman of the 
Social Democratic Party and 
former Kosova Prime 
Minister, Agim Çeku.   
  
Çeku cordially thanked PM 
Berisha for the warm 
reception and highly 

evaluated Albania's steady progress.  
  
Kosova Chairman of the Social Democratic Party 
praised in particular the achievements of Albanian 
government in NATO and EU integration process, as 
well as other major projects, expressing gratitude to 
PM Berisha for construction of Durrës-Kukës-Morinë 
road.  
  
Welcoming Ceku, PM Berisha said that reforms are 
producing immense results in all fields. 
 
''The government is fully committed and is working to 
ensure fair and free elections according to all  
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international standards to ultimately rank Albania 
among countries where elections are conducted in 
accordance with standards of the free countries," PM 
Berisha said. 
  
In this framework, we are preparing the most modern 
electoral infrastructure, including e-registers and 
equipment of citizens with ID cards.  
  
Later on, PM Berisha and Çeku focused on recent 
developments in Kosova. 
  
Both personalities agreed that construction of Durres-
Kukes-Morine highway will facilitate and help both 
countries to further consolidate economic, trade and 
cultural cooperation and give an impetus to 
development of tourism industry. 
  
Emphasizing that the major projects of two countries is 
euro-Atlantic integration, PM Berisha and Kosova 
Chairman of the Social Democratic Party expressed 
the need of further deepening and strengthening of 
cultural and spiritual exchanges between Albanians, 
wherever they live.  
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The Government 
of Albania (GoA) 
approved today the 
permission for the 
construction and 
usage of liquefied 
natural gas (GNL) 

terminal at the energy park on Fier shore, of the 
submarine gas pipeline Albania-Italy to the Trans 
European Energy BV company. 
  
PM Berisha said that this project provides Albania with 
important gas resources and if this will be the winning 
project among the others, then the Albanian territory 
will be open to it. 
  
Today,- said the PM- we take under examination 
another draft decision in the energy field about 
granting permission to the Trans European Energy BV 
company for the construction and usage of GNL 
terminal at the energy park on Fier shore, of the 
submarine gas pipeline that will connect Albania, Italy 
with the resources of Caspian Sea Region. There are 
several competitive projects of gas pipelines, but we 
wish this one is the winning project and our territory  
 

 
will be open to it. Thus, we turn into a country with gas 
resources, naturally gas pipelines.  
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The Council of Ministers 
approved today the 
concessionary contract 
between Ministry of 
Economy, Trade and 
Energy, as contracting 
authority and AVN AG, 

Statkraft AS and Devoll Hydropower, as co-
concessionaires for projection, financing, construction, 
exploitation, maintenance and transfer of the project of 
a hydropower plant on Devoll River cascade. 
  
PM Sali Berisha considered the construction of Devoll 
River cascade the biggest project in Europe in the field 
of water power generation. 

“Today, we approve the concession contract of Devoll 
cascade, actually the biggest project in Europe in the 
field of water power generation. The project 
construction of three hydroelectric stations, including 
hydroelectric station of Banja at Devoll River cascade 
according to a system based on construction of a 60 
km tunnel in order to avoid consequences of numerous 
river sediments,” said the PM.  
  
“The investment amounts to one billion euros, but 
also the exploitation of these huge water resources for 
Albania is rational and long-term. If the dikes last for 
decades, the tunnels will last for centuries. This is the 
extraordinary advantage of this project.  
  
Expressing his conviction that this project constitutes a 
major achievement of Albania in this field, PM Berisha 
said that this is not an isolated achievement in the field 
of energy, but in his vision Albania was a small energy 
superpower in the Balkans and that this is a positive 
step in this regard. 
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In the framework of 
the project on planting 
20 million olive trees, 
the government 
approved today giving 

by concession of 1 thousand hectare area for planting. 
While presenting the decision at the meeting of the 
Council of Ministers, PM Berisha said that this is the 
first step toward implementation of this project.  
   
The concession granted over a 1 thousand hectare 
area, a hilly territory, but that is expected to be turned 
into an olive grove area and its exploitation, is the first 
big step toward implementation of the olive project 
which over the coming mandate, if the Albanians vote 
for us, will be one of the two most major projects along 
with the Southern road axis, said the PM.   
  
PM Berisha emphasized that the project developing 
area will extend countrywide and assured of its 
success. 
  
The project is developing and I would like to tell to the 
skeptics that the planting of 20 million olive trees will 
be realized even ahead of schedule. This is a major 
project that extends from Hani i Hotit up to Ksamil. The 
skeptics are the people maintaining the status quo for 
centuries. Only the people who believe can change 
things. Hence, this project will become a reality. 
  
The PM said further that the Task Force is drafting a 
detailed action plan.  
  
The Task Force has begun functioning and will be 
consolidated. It is formulating the action plan about 
which it will not lose even a single day; it will quickly 
conduct a study over all the territory marked for 
planting; define the area of 1500 up to 2000 olive trees 
per hectare; define the areas of intervention to 
rehabilitate the existing olive groves; define all the 
indispensable farming machines, the seedling 
production facility and Extra-virgin olive oil production.  
   
PM Berisha invited Tirana Mayor to join and make his 
contribution for this project as the capital area is a 
wonderful olive grove. 
�
�
�
�
�
�

�
��� �����	
�� �
�
��
�� 
����� �	�� ������ ���
��
���������� �	
�� ���
�
��	��� ������������� ���



����
����������������
�

The government approved 
today the decision about all 
the public procurement 
procedures being carried 
out electronically. Prime 
Minister Sali Berisha 
highlighted that Albania is 

among the first countries that establishes electronic 
procedures in all the public procurements and 
considered this a very important step even for fight 
against corruption in this field.   
  
Today, we decided to definitively ban by law all the 
non-electronic public procurements. To my knowledge, 
we qualify among the first countries of the world that 
take such a step. This is extremely important as we 
give the deserved answer to corruption in this field. 
This is a radical reform, but for a country like Albania 
this is vital and indispensable.     
  
PM Berisha emphasized that the overturn of this 
decision, i.e. failure to carry out the public procurement 
procedures in the electronic way, will be punished. 
  
The Public Procurement Agency will not invite any 
tender beyond the electronic systems. The ones who 
dare to use the non-e form will have to indemnify this 
in person. Every contracting authority should be 
satisfied and consider this a great opportunity to 
remain beyond every comment. 
  
PM Berisha said that the government will give the 
proper support to the Public Procurement Agency so 
that all the relevant authorities should proceed with e-
procurements.   
  
The government, - said the PM- will support the Public 
Procurement Agency with all the funds for all the 
required training and material staff so that all the 
contracting authorities of the countries proceed with e-
procurements. The fight against corruption needs 
radical surgery and we are willing to. 
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Prime Minister Sali Berisha sent a message of 
condolences to family of journalist Erma Zagorçani 
who passed away after suffering from a severe 
disease. 
 
The condolences message of Prime Minister says:   
  
“Dear family members and relatives of Erma 
Zargoçani, 
  
I was deeply saddened at hearing about the loss of 
your dear daughter, journalist, Erma Zargocani, who 
passed away after suffering from a severe disease. 
Premature death of your dear and beloved, the 
talented journalist of economy Erma Zagorçani, is a 
sad loss for her family, relatives and colleagues. I 
express most sincere condolences to you, and all the 
beloved people, and may you find enough strength to 
withstand the great pain over the loss of your dear 
family member". 
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Prime Minister Sali Berisha 
attended today morning the 
signing ceremony of the 
“Energy Pole of Lezha 
region”, a project of Italy’s 
Marseglia Group. This 

investment is 1 billion Euro worth. Attending this 
ceremony were the ambassador of Italy to Albania 
Saba D’Elia, Minister of Economy, Trade and Energy 
Genc Ruli, the Marseglia Group representative 
Giuseppe La Grotta etc. 
Energy Minister Ruli and Mr. La Grotta signed the 
contract. 

PM Berisha said that Lezha contract is a major event 
for Albania, a big step towards its transformation into a 
small energy superpower in the region. Likewise, it is a 
big step in the framework of Albania efforts of being 
transformed into an attractive country for the FDI and a 
landmark in the brilliant and friendly relations between 
Italy and Albania. 

On his part, the ambassador of Italy in Tirana Saba 
D’Elia pointed to the very good relations between the 
two countries, especially the economic relations and 
highlighted the important deals the two countries have  

 

signed during the recent months in vital sectors of the 
economy. The relations between the two countries  

 

improve through projects which also make a 
contribution for consolidation of the Albanian economy 
and the pace of Albania economic growth, said the 
ambassador. 

While, Mr. La Grotta of the Marseglia Group thanked 
PM Berisha for the great support he has provided this 
group with and facilitation of all the necessary 
administrative and legal procedures up to the current 
stage of beginning of the project implementation. Mr. 
La Grotta emphasized that the investment policy the 
PM and the government of Albania have pursued has 
been mature while adopting a facilitating fiscal system 
and simplification of the administrative processes. He 
assured that major investments like this one of the 
Marseglia Group and others will make a contribution 
even to increase of Albania GDP through the 
expenditure during the construction of the works and 
the fiscal revenues as these projects begin operation. 

The PM said the project site is Lezha, a geographically 
small district in Albania, but which over a 2 month 
period has signed deals worth 1.5 billion euro. 

Speaking about his Rome visit about 4 years ago and 
meeting with the Italian entrepreneurs as well as the 
then situation when hundreds of foreign investors had 
left Albania, the PM said today that the current 
situation is favorable and the foreign direct 
investments have increased in a satisfactory way. “At 
the meeting the Italian Institute for Foreign Trade 
arranged I promised to the Italian investors that I would 
do my best they come back to Albania and fulfill their 
beautiful dreams in my country. I think we should be 
pleased and have reason to be,” said the PM. 

In this context, the PM pointed to concession contracts 
worth about 3.5 billion Euro Albania and Italy have 
signed. “I think we can currently talk about mega-
contracts, mega-investments and it should be 
highlighted the fact that other billion euro projects are 
under preparation,” said the PM. 

The PM assured the Italian, Albanian and other 
investors that the sweeping reforms the government of 
Albania has implemented will go on and that GoA will 
make all effort to apply the most facilitating, 
transparent and best practices in the foreign and 
domestic business. 

Further on, the PM thanked the Marseglia Group 
leaders for the insistence and great trust in Albania 
and the determination for implementation of these  
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projects. Also he praised the contribution of the Italian 
embassy in Tirana, especially of ambassador D’Elia 
and considered the ambassador and his staff as the 
“promoter of the Italian investments in Albania.” 

The PM congratulated Minister Ruli and his staff who 
managed to provide a regulatory legal framework 
within a short period of time and which is appropriate 
for the foreign investments as well as the Lezha local 
authorities who have welcomed the investors and 
encouraged the inhabitants for the development of 
their region. 

The PM assured the Marseglia Group that it will enjoy 
the full support of the government for implementation 
of this major project.” I believe this is the best anti-
crisis response,” said the PM. 

The Lezha region project undertakes building of 140-
megawatt liquid biomass energy plant in Shëngjin 
commune and two 234-megawatt wind farms in 
Balldren commune. The deal signed also provides for 
an undersea power link between Italy and Albania and 
converter substations in Kallmet/Kolsh commune. 
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"Today, we experience a 
great moment, the signing 
of a euro1 billion contract 
for the energy park of 
Lezha. This is a major event 

for Albania, an important step in its transformation line 
of vision into a small energy superpower in the region. 
Also this is an important step ahead in the course of 
Albania effort to be transformed into an attractive 
country for the foreign direct investments; this is a 
landmark in the brilliant and friendly relations that exist 
between our two countries and nations, but it has even 
a symbolic significance for Albania. 

The project site is Lezha, a geographically small 
district in Albania, but which over a 2 month period has 
signed deals worth 1.5 billion euro. 

About 4 years ago I paid a visit to Rome. It was the 
period when hundreds of Italian investors had left 
Albania. At the meeting the Italian Institute for Foreign 
Trade arranged- I shall never forget that meeting- I 
promised to the Italian investors that I would do my 
best they come back to Albania and fulfill their 
beautiful dreams in my country. I think we should be 
pleased and have reason to be. 

 

 

over a two month period Albania and Italy have signed 
concession contracts worth about 3.5 billion Euros. I 
think, we can currently talk about mega-contracts, 
mega-investments and it should be highlighted the fact 
that other billion euro projects are under preparation. 
I would like to assure the Italian, Albanian and other 
investors that the sweeping reforms the government of 
Albania has implemented will go on and we will make 
all effort to apply the most facilitating, transparent and 
best practices for the foreign and domestic business. 

I would like to thank the Marseglia Group leaders for 
the insistence and great trust in Albania and the 
determination for implementation of these projects. 
Also I would like to thank the Italian embassy in Tirana, 
ambassador D’Elia for being together with his staff the 
promoter of the Italian investments in Albania. 
I would also congratulate Minister Ruli and his staff 
who managed to provide a regulatory legal framework 
within a short period of time and which is appropriate 
for the foreign investments. 
Special thanks go to the local authority, MP Preç 
Zogaj, who have welcomed the investors and have 
encouraged the inhabitants to development of their 
region. 

Also I would like to greet the Marseglia Group and 
assure it will enjoy the full support of the government 
for implementation of this major project. I believe this is 
the best anti-crisis response.” 
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