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PM Berisha attended 
today the proceedings 
of the Conference on 
U.S. Foreign Policy 
organized by the 
Albanian Institute for 
International Studies 
and sponsored by the 
U.S. Embassys Public Affairs Section and the Albanian 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs. The conference was held at 
the venues of Tirana International hotel. 
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Prime Minister Sali 
Berisha - in Davos to 
attend the annual 
World Economic 
Forum- took part today 
in a live broadcast on 
the CNBC television. 
The current debate, under topic No turn back focused 
on the global economic crisis even from the political 
viewpoint.    
    (continues page 6)  
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In conclusion of his meetings in Davos, on the 
sidelines of World Economic Forum, PM Berisha held 
a cordial meeting with Chairwoman of Transparency 
International board, Huguette Labelle.  
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    (continues page 13)  
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On the sidelines of World Economic Davos Forum, in 
an interview for Albanian Public Television, PM 
Berisha answered to interest on situation of world 
financial crisis, as well as the impact of this crisis in 
Albania.   
  

 (continues page 7)  
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-PM Berisha: Tirana-Podgorica interconnection 
line ensures constant electricity supply 

 (page 2) 
 

 -PM Berisha: GoA to make every effort for 
developing a modern infrastructure in Shkodra  

 
(page 3)  
 

-PM Berisha departs for Davos to attend World 
Economic Forum 

                                                   (page 4 ) 
 

-European Commission positively assesses 
Albania progress, says Barrot                                              

                                                 (page 10 ) 
 

-EU leaders in Davos highly praise Albania 
reforms and support its EU candidacy application  
 
                                                              (page 11)  
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Prime Minister Sali 
Berisha attended today 
the proceedings of the 
Conference on U.S. 
Foreign Policy 
organized by the 
Albanian Institute for 
International Studies 

and sponsored by the U.S. Embassys Public Affairs 
Section and the Albanian Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 
The conference was held at the venues of Tirana 
International hotel. 
  
In his speech delivered on this occasion, PM Berisha 
focused on friendship and constant support the USA 
has provided Albania and the Albanians with. 
Speaking about the major contributions that the U.S. 
presidents have made, from the former president 
Woodrow Wilson up to George W. Bush, PM Berisha 
appreciated that as a real treasure in the context of 
friendship between our two nations and countries. 
Albania has found in the USA the most worthy ally and 
friend, its strategic partner. The Albanians will never 
forget the U.S. support to our national issue during the 
most decisive moments for the freedom and that on 
behalf of the fundamental values of mankind, said PM 
Berisha.  
  
Further on, PM Berisha expressed his high estimation 
of President Barack Obama and assured that the 
government of Albania is deeply committed to a close 
and intensive cooperation for building the values of 
democracy. I have a deep conviction that the 
Albanians will find in President Obama one of the 
worthiest friends. The best friends of the Albanian 
nation have joined Obama administration: the vice 
President Joe Biden, the U.S. Secretary of State 
Hillary Clinton, National Security Advisor James Johns 
and other dignitaries in all the levels of this 
administration. Therefore, according to my line of 
vision, Albania- U.S relations will experience new and 
powerful dimensions, said the PM. 
  
Addressing the participants in this meeting as well as 
to all the other NATO and EU member countries, PM 
Berisha assured that the coming general elections in 
Albania will be hold in accordance with the 
international standards. I would like to assure the 
representatives from the community of free countries, 
the United States of America and the other NATO and 
EU countries, that the government will make will make 
great efforts so that the Albanians vote with dignity and 
in utmost respect of the laws and the Constitution of  
 

 
the country in the context of fight with zero tolerance 
against organized crime and its clutches, said the PM. 
     
Attending the conference were the U.S. ambassador to 
Albania H.E. John L. Withers II, other EU 
ambassadors accredited in Tirana, local and foreign 
diplomats, the chairman of the Socialist Party Edi 
Rama, lawmakers, media representatives, Mr. Janusz 
Bugajski, Director of the Eastern Europe Project of the 
Center for Strategic and International Studies in 
Washington, Professor Bernd Bernd Fischer, Chair 
and Professor of History at Indiana University and 
others.   
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Albania is making 
strenuous efforts to be 
transformed into a 
country that constantly 
supplies its consumers 
with electricity, but also 
turns into a major 
exporter of energy in 

the region and over a wider area.  
  
Prime Minister Sali Berisha inspected today the works 
for the construction of Tirana-Podgorica 400 kW 
interconnection line in Koplik commune of Shkodra 
district.  
PM Berisha considered the building of this line as of 
extreme importance for the constant supply with 
electricity and market freedom. 
  
Today, I came here to inspect progress of works on 
this interconnection line connecting Tirana with 
Podgorica. This is an extremely important line that will 
give a new impetus to market freedom in both 
countries; it will constantly supply with electricity the 
two countries, but it will also make a great contribution 
to the entire region, said PM Berisha. 
Expressing deep gratitude to the German government 
and Chancellor Angela Merkel, PM Berisha 
congratulated the German Development Bank KFV for 
this pet project. Likewise, the PM expressed deep 
gratitude to the Italian government for financing the 
construction of the other segment of Tirana-Elbasan 
line. 
  
I would like to thank the company executives, the 
engineers and the Albanian workers for setting up the 
basement to about 180 pylons and erecting more than  
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70 of them. They are applying a very high technology 
and are laying the foundations of building another line 
which will connect Tirana to Prishtina, said the PM.  
  
Thus, PM Berisha appreciated, Albania is making 
strenuous efforts to be transformed into a country that 
constantly supplies its consumers with electricity, but 
also turns into a major exporter of energy in the region 
and over a wider area. As you see, Albania is 
changing. We are progressing in a safe way toward 
our second mandate. I tell to the gentleman counting 
the days to the elections to count even the hours as 
they are working for the day on which thanks God he 
remains party chairman of Tirana municipality. I tell 
him to pray God because he is not certain even of that 
as he is the only mayor in Europe failing to have his 
budget approved. Let him count the days, said the PM.  
  
PM Berisha reiterated gratitude to the German 
government and embassy in Tirana for tens of projects 
being efficiently implemented from Saranda to Kuks 
and which have made a great contribution for 
improvement of the life of the citizens of Albania and 
Albania change.  
  
On his part, Mr. Jan Rudolph, Deputy Head of Mission 
in the German Embassy considered this investment a 
landmark in the framework of Albanian-German 
cooperation. Further on, Mr. Rudolph described 
Albania and Germany as reliable partners that deliver 
their promises and that thanks to this cooperation have 
achieved concrete results to the benefit of the 
citizens.     
Mr. Rudolph said that Germany is a major donor of 
Albania and pointed to German assistance for Albania 
which per capita is greater than the one provided to 
other countries. The Deputy Head of Mission Rudolph 
said that Germany has provided Euro 800 million 
assistance to Albania. While, in October last year, 
irrespective of the global financial crisis, were 
promised Euro 90 million over the coming 2 years in 
the framework of Albania-Germany cooperation. 
Expressing German government determination to 
continuo this cooperation, Mr. Rudolph said that 
Germany will strongly support Albania NATO and EU 
integration.  
  
The works on Tirana-Podgorica interconnection line 
kicked off during the last trimester 2007 and the project 
is on 155 km of transmission line and building of 
Podgorica and Elbasan sub-stations. 
  
Attending the inspection were the Speaker of the 
Assembly Jozefina Topalli, Minister of Economy, Trade 
and Energy Genc Ruli, Mr. Jan Rudolph, Deputy Head 
of Mission in the German Embassy, KFV Tirana Head  
 
 

 
Ute Rotrian, lawmakers and local authority 
representatives.   
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Prime Minister Sali Berisha 
inaugurated today the 
completion of works into the 
entrance of Shkodra town, a 
state budget investment of 
120 million lek.   
Saying this is the deserved 
entrance road to Shkodra; the 
PM assured the local citizens 
that the government will make 

every effort for developing a modern infrastructure in 
Shkodra. 
  
In this context, the PM emphasized that soon will begin 
the investment in Shkodra Podgorica highway which 
he considered vital for Shkodra and the entire country. 
  
Also the PM informed Shkodra citizens that the 
Ministry of Public Works, Transport and 
Telecommunications in the near future will begin the 
project on transforming Shkodra-Lezha road into a 4 
lane highway and assured that Shkodra and Vlora will 
be two towns being connected with four lane highways 
with the capital. 
  
Speaking about the major changes that the country is 
undergoing, PM Berisha expressed his trust in victory 
of a second mandate in June Parliamentary elections. 
We are seeking a second mandate, the mandate of 
victory. We feel proud today as we have kept promises 
made. During the recent four years Albania has 
changed more than ever; Shkodra has changed while 
pursuing vigor more than during all years following the 
fall of the Iron Curtain until today, emphasized the PM. 
  
While cordially greeting Shkodra citizens, the PM 
assured them that the government will implement its 
program even on the second mandate and will do 8 
times more than over the last 4 years.  
  
During this meeting, PM Berisha called on the Socialist 
Party chairman Edi Rama to beg pardon to Shkodra 
for his stand on the crimes the atrocious communist 
regime committed against mankind. 
�
�
�
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PM Berisha received 
Chairman of 
Bulgarian Parliament 
Foreign Policy 
Commission, Mladen 
Cervenjakov. 
  

Welcoming him, PM Sali Berisha thanked Mr. 
Cervenjakov for the Bulgarian precious support to 
Albania in the process of NATO and EU integration.   
  
PM Berisha informed Mr. Cerveniakov with the 
progress of deep and all-sided reforms in Albania in 
order to accomplish standards in the process of NATO 
and EU membership. 

In this regard, Albanian PM pointed to the fight with 
zero tolerance of Albanian government against 
organized crime, transforming Albania into a country 
with lower criminal rates than EU average. He 
emphasized that over two million tourists visited 
Albania in 2008. 

Listing some of the reforms undertaken in this view, 
PM Berisha pointed out the administration reform, 
reduction of taxes, electronic procurements adding that 
starting from January 1, 2009 there will be no longer 
non-electronic procurement procedures in Albania and 
that in three years, the government has managed to 
save four billion dollars and has submitted to 
parliament every year a supplementary budget.       
  
Albanian PM informed Bulgarian guest of the 
cooperation with the opposition in realization of 
constitutional reform, election reform and currently 
justice reform.   
The PM said that the main goal of the government is to 
hold free and fair elections, emphasizing efforts to 
establish a modern election infrastructure like lists and 
electronic register, identity cards and biometric 
passports. 

Further on, the PM stressed that government is 
focusing on education sector, doubling the budget and 
increasing the number of students, as well as the 
corruption in admission procedures has been 
completely eliminated. The PM said that education will 
become the top priority of during the second mandate, 
if the citizens vote this government.  
  
Focusing on the Albania� s integration process, 
PM Berisha said that after ratification of SAA by all EU 
member countries, Albania is preparing to apply for  
 

 
candidate country status within Czech EU rotating 
presidency.  
  
During the meeting, the PM thanked Bulgaria for the 
very constructive role toward the issue of Kosova, thus 
giving a great contribution to peace in the region. 

On his part, Chairman of Bulgarian Parliament Foreign 
Policy Commission thanked PM Berisha for the warm 
reception and underlined the very good relations 
between Albania and Bulgaria. Mr. Cerveniakov said 
that he was surprised by all-sided reforms undertaken 
in Albania in such a short period of time and added 
that Bulgaria strongly supports Albanian membership 
into NATO and EU. 

Likewise, Cervenjakov said that Albanian government 
has done an excellent job, especially in 
implementation of reforms, particularly in meeting of 
obligations for the security of the ID documents, in the 
framework of full visa liberalization process with 
European Union. You are moving ahead in the right 
track concerning the EU integration and we fully 
support you in this aspect, said the chairman of 
Bulgarian assembly Foreign Policy Committee.  
  
Both personalities shared the same view to increase 
commercial exchange between the two 
countries, focusing in particular on joint regional 
projects, such as Corridor VIII or energy projects. 
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Prime Minister Sali Berisha departed today for Davos, 
Switzerland to attend the Annual Meeting of World 
Economic Forum.  
  
This summit, which is considered the most important 
summit in the history of this Forum, will focus on 
economic crisis problems, economic reforms, as well 
climate change. Heads of state and governments, 
foreign ministers from around the world, heads of 
largest financial institutions, corporations, and media 
representatives will attend this important economic 
event. 
  
During the Annual Davos Economic Forum, PM 
Berisha, who will be accompanied by Foreign Minister 
Lulzim Basha, will present Albania's development and 
reforms and their tangible results as well as huge 
potentials our country offers in various fields. 
 
Likewise, during his stay in Davos, PM Berisha is 
expected to meet with several distinguished 
personalities such as Czech President Vaclav Klaus, 
Turkish Prime Minister Tayyip Erdogan, Prime Minister 
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of Sweden Fredrik Reinfeldt, Pakistani PM Yousaf 
Raza Gillani, President of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev as 
well as with world business leaders. 
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Prime Minister Sali 
Berisha announced 
today during 
meeting of the 
Council of Ministers 
the medical school 
as part of the reform 

for development and modernization of the health 
system in the country.  
  
The medical school will harmonize diagnosis, 
treatment with management of hospitals and it will also 
meet the great variety of services, said the PM. 
  
While pointing to the existing solid basis for setting up 
of the medical school as there is a faculty of medicine 
and a considerable number of students and an 
experienced team of lecturers, PM Berisha also 
demanded examination of the successful models of 
the other countries.  
  
There exists a strong basis, a highly professional team 
with great experience. About 5500 students are 
attending the faculty of medicine. The Ministry of 
Education and Health should begin work to examine all 
the modalities. A fact-finding mission was organized in 
Austria some time ago. Germany has also applied 
similar models. The important thing is this university 
begins work during the next academic year. It will be a 
great contribution to the health system reform we have 
launched. 
  
The PM said that in the beginning the government will 
provide financial assistance and further the school will 
be transferred into public during which its financial 
autonomy and independence will be greater. In the 
beginning, the university needs a budgetary support as 
everything new. This is vital for the teaching process, 
the clinics, diagnosis, treatment, recovery and 
rehabilitation of the diseased people.  
  
PM Berisha considered the establishment of the 
medical school as a decision taken in the proper time 
related to the reforms in the medical system in which 
the quality of service and regionalism remain its two 
major goals. 
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Prime Minister Sali 
Berisha received today 
a National Democratic 
Institute (NDI) 
delegation headed by 
Mr. Robert Benjamin.  
  

During this meeting, PM Berisha acquainted the NDI 
representatives with preparations for creating a 
modern electoral infrastructure and the government 
determination to hold free and fair elections. 
  
The PM positively assessed the cooperation between 
the NDI and the government for women participation in 
politics. He emphasized that the new electoral system 
sets the quotas, but also develops a fair competition 
for the women representation in the Parliament. 
  
On his part, the NDI representatives praised the 
constructive role that Albania has played in the region 
and highlighted that the international community highly 
appreciates this fact.  
  
Mr. Benjamin emphasized that Albania foreign policy 
agenda has been very constructive and sets an 
example to the other countries of the region. 
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The Council of Ministers approved today the decision 

about the contracting 
authority to build the 
container port in Pylli 
i Sodes, Vlora, as 
well as approval of 
the bonus to the 

company.   
  
PM Berisha pointed to the deep waters of Vlora that 
favor its transformation into a major port of the 
Mediterranean.    
  
A big British company has taken an interest in building 
one of the largest ports of the Mediterranean in Vlora 
town. Vlora is mentioned hundreds of times as the 
most suitable place for building the largest port of the 
country and that because of its deep waters.   
But, it belonged to our government to fulfill this dream. 
Vlora will have a major container port of the 
Mediterranean. Its location will be at Pylli i Sodes area.  
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This area, said the PM, will soon be provided with the 
necessary transportation infrastructure. 
  
 Soon this area will have the best infrastructure, a four 
lane highway, the railway, the necessary transportation 
infrastructure while the airport will be an option. In fact, 
Vlora is transformed in this way into one of the main 
ports for development of the country. The company 
has done hard work. Along with the port, there will also 
be the free zone and we should consider the possibility 
of providing the promised infrastructure, said the PM. 
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Prime Minister Sali 
Berisha - in Davos to 
attend the annual World 
Economic Forum- took 
part today in a live 
broadcast on the CNBC 
television. The current 
debate, under topic No 

turn back focused on the global economic crisis even 
from the political viewpoint. The participants in the 
debate talked the absorption of the crisis signals in the 
economy and politics and finding the ways of solving 
the crisis. 
  
During the debate it was highlighted the fact that every 
economic crisis also creates the opportunity to take 
substantial economic and political decisions which 
should also carry the foresight in them. The televised 
debate also focused on the challenges that this crisis 
posed to the world economy, the way out and the 
alternatives that the big economic powers should 
follow for its solution.   
  
In answer to a question about the need of new 
regulation being applied in the economy or application 
of the existing ones, the 70% of the participants in the 
debate supported the idea of introduction of new 
regulation.  
  
PM Berisha participation in the CNBC debate aroused 
the interest of the international prestigious media. 
Before the beginning of the debate, PM Berisha gave 
interviews to the Bloomberg Television, Associated 
Press, Wall Street Journal and Swiss Radio about 
Albanian economy in the face of the global economic 
crisis, given that Albania is among the few countries 
that continuous to have economic growth as well as 
about the political approach that the world economies 
should pursue. PM Berisha said the  
 

 
Albania economy is developing well; Albania has a 
9.9% economic growth, but naturally, it will reflect the 
economic crisis consequences through marking a fall 
in the level of exports, imports, emigrant remittances. 
But, because Albania has a lot of resources to be 
exploited and many projects undertaken, it also has 
the optimism for further economic growth. 
  
PM Berisha said that protectionism would not be the 
proper way out of the global crisis, but a new Martin 
Luther was needed for the finances, i.e. a policy of 
reform in the field of finances would be the proper 
reaction.  
  
Although efforts by certain countries are indispensable 
and worthy, a global comparison of the crisis would be 
necessary. This is a serious crisis, but the way out 
should begin from trust. Panic is absolutely the most 
aggravating factor of this crisis, said PM Berisha.   
  
PM Berisha said further that the bad-banks initiative 
can help to solve the crisis of trust which is major 
factor in the instability of the world financial markets. I 
cannot say if it will function in the United States 
because of the large dimensions of the crisis, but in 
Sweden it was OK and not only there, but also in 
several other countries, said the PM to the journalists. 
  
I think that President Barack Obama shares the same 
idea worthy of proving that not all the banks are 
affected by the crisis, said further the PM adding that 
President Obama inauguration will have a crystal clear 
positive impact into building trust.   
  
PM Berisha is following the proceedings of the annual 
World Economic Forum in Davos, Switzerland during 
which he will take part in some panels of this Forum as 
well as take the opportunity to meet senior political 
dignitaries from the world of finance and economy 
present in the Forum.  
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        Interview of PM Berisha for Albanian Public 
Television on the sidelines of Davos Forum 
  
On the sidelines of World Economic Davos Forum, in 
an interview for Albanian Public Television, PM 
Berisha answered to interest on situation of world 
financial crisis, as well as the impact of this crisis in 
Albania.   
  
PM Berisha made the following comments:  
  
“Davos Forum gathers politicians and businessmen in 
a balanced way. It is true that this forum is dominated 
by politics, due to deep financial crisis and necessity of 
the presence and interventions of government, as an 
irreplaceable way, without another alternative. In this 
context, I can say that Davos forum is completely 
dominated by politics. This is proved also by the great 
presence of politicians, mentioning the participation of 
Chinese PM, Japanese PM, Russian PM, British PM, 
Chancellor Angela Merkel, but key of the debate is on 
what is the role of governments in these crises. The 
forum concluded that the governments should 
intervene in different forms, in order to help the banks 
recover.     
  
Likewise, the rules require a rigorous respect, or re-
write of new rules for financial markets. The 
consequences of this financial crisis, as the 
participants confirmed, are estimated at 40 per cent of 
the world assets.   
  
In answer to the question that what is the position of 
Albania concerning this crisis, PM Berisha said:  
  
Albania comes here as a country still not affected by 
the crisis. Albania offers the example that a classical 
economy, where there where not developed the 
markets of derivates, is still holding back. The Albanian 
banking system functions on the basis of classical 
rules, i.e. a crediting not more than 50-70 per cent of 
the deposits. On the other side, the market of derivates 
is not developed in Albania.  Thus, Albania, even 
though an open country, is profiting by the stage of its 
economy at the moment. Naturally, other factors might 
affect, such as exports, because the reduction of 
buying power is also affecting the exports. The 
remittances may also mark limitations, but in general 
Albanian economy will not see the crisis of big 
economies, because it has its advantages. For 
example, this is a period where we are registering the 
best energy production ever, a period where the  
 

 
economy is receiving the necessary energy with all its 
strength.   
  
What are we doing concretely: Albania does not 
compare to any other country concerning investments. 
Albania has invested 10-32 per cent of its budget, its 
government is ranking second concerning the 
investments. Today, one of the main trends is the 
increase of investments and we are doing this. I think 
that the principles on which is built the reform of 
Albanian economy are anti-crisis principles.  
  
There is a debate for the solution of this crisis, 
concerning the implementation of existing rules. I think 
that we need new rules, because it is difficult to rely 
and revive rules that allowed the development of the 
crisis. What are these rules? These theses should 
come out of the lecture for solution to the crisis”. 

����
��� �����	
� ������ )��� *���!���&'����
��
/
!0����*�����

Prime Minister Sali Berisha  

While expressing gratitude 
for the support and 
assistance that FAO has 
provided Albania with, 
especially in the field of 

agriculture, PM Berisha said that the government of 
Albania is quite willing to consolidate even further the 
cooperation with this rather important international 
organization so that friendship and bilateral relations 
become even more sustainable. 

PM Berisha acquainted Mr. Diouf with the reforms the 
government of Albania is implementing in all the fields, 
especially the economic reforms, measures to improve 
the business climate, the low tax policy, the big 
investments in infrastructure etc. 

The PM said that the road infrastructure is being built 
countrywide and 32% of the budget is designed for 
investments in the roads of the country as 
development of the infrastructure supports the local 
businesses and farmers and influences even 
development of agriculture. Also the government is 
investing a lot in building a modern waterworks system 
as a sector of priority for the agriculture while there are 
being pursued policies of economized use of water 
resources.  

PM Berisha said that planting of olive seedlings is one 
of the largest projects the government has  
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undertaken recently. Albania, said the PM, is a country 
of 400 km coastline a good part of which can be 
exploited of olive cultivation. In this direction, PM 
Berisha said that FAO assistance and experience 
would be worthy. It is important for Albania being 
transformed into a producing country of the olive oil 
and its by-products.  

Likewise, the PM said that in cooperation with the 
World Bank, there is undertaken the building the rural 
roads project which would be very useful for the 
connection of the farmers with the market. Speaking 
about the concrete steps of the government support for 
the farmers, the PM said among other things that an 
agency has been set up to support the farmers with 
credit for development of their agricultural 
entrepreneurships.  

On his part, FAO Director-General Diouf said that he 
had followed with great attention developments in 
Albania and was impressed with the successes of the 
government of Albania, especially in infrastructure, but 
even in other important fields of the economy.  

Mr. Diouf said that FAO assistance for Albania will be 
concrete and it will begin with dispatch of a mission to 
Albania to discuss with all the relevant departments 
and experts about fields of bilateral cooperation. 

Likewise, FAO will finance some projects to help 
concretely development of agriculture in Albania and 
there will be established a connection with FAO 
Investment Center which will finance feasibility study 
on all the territory of Albania so that to bring to 
evidence the resources of the country and the proper 
space for implementation of the projects. 

PM Berisha invited the Director-General, Food and 
Agriculture Organization to pay a visit to Albania. Mr. 
Diouf accepted the invitation with pleasure. 

– in Davos, to attend the proceedings of the World 
Economic Forum- held a meeting with Director-
General, Food and Agriculture Organization Jacques 
Diouf. 
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During his stay in Davos, 
Prime Minister Sali  

 

Berisha held a meeting 
with Ms. Penny Pritzker,  

president and CEO of Pritzker Realty Group and the 
national finance chair of Barack Obama's presidential 
campaign  

Mr. Berisha and Mrs. Pritzker discussed about 
continuation of the brilliant relations between Albania 
and the USA, in the light of the new Obama 
administration as well as development and further 
consolidation of the relations between the two 
countries.  

PM Berisha expressed the iron will of the government 
of Albania (GoA) to cooperate with the USA and 
Obama administration. Further on, the PM acquainted 
Mrs. Pritzker with the reforms that GoA has 
implemented and their progress in fight to eradicate 
corruption and improve the business climate. Also the 
PM expressed gratitude for the important projects 
implemented in cooperation with the USA in the 
framework of the Millennium Challenge Corporation 
and projects financed by USAID like the project to 
modernize the procurement system, the establishment 
of the One Stop Shop business registration e-system, 
the modernization of the tax collection system as well 
as projects under development.   

Mrs. Pritzker expressed her positive assessments of 
the progress of reforms and Albania development 
during the recent years. Mrs. Pritzker expressed her 
trust that the new U.S. administration is willing to 
cooperate with Albania in all the local projects and 
reforms. 

Both interlocutors also discussed Albania great 
development potentials in different fields, especially in 
tourism about which Mrs. Pritzker took a particular 
interest.  

Mrs. Pritzker accepted with pleasure PM Berisha 
invitation to visit Albania and assess these potentials. 
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On the sidelines of 
Davos World 
Economic Forum, 
Prime Minister Sali 
Berisha had the 
opportunity to meet 
the Prime Minister of 

Turkey Recep Tayyip Erdogan. 
  
Both dignitaries pointed to the brilliant relations 
between the two countries and reconfirmed their 
commitment to consolidate even further the close 
cooperation in all the fields that should be in the same 
high level of traditional friendship between the two 
peoples. 
  
PM Berisha acquainted PM Erdogan with the progress 
of reforms the government of Albania has undertaken 
focusing especially on creation of a favorable business 
climate and its improvement through adopting simple 
procedures, low tax policy, important infrastructure 
projects which help development of undertakings in 
Albania. 
  
PM Berisha thanked PM Erdogan for stimulation of the 
Turkish entrepreneurs to come in Albania while 
bringing to evidence the fact that Turkish investments 
have been success stories in Albania. 
  
Both prime ministers shared the same view that the 
economic relations between the two countries are 
improving rapidly. In this context, they also talked 
about the Trans-Adriatic gas pipeline. And PM 
Erdogan promised to use every opportunity so that the 
gas pipeline passes through Albania. 
  
Likewise, both dignitaries discussed issues related to 
Albania integration processes. PM Erdogan reiterated 
the full support of Turkey for Albania NATO complete 
integration. 
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Prime Minister Sali 
Berisha held a 
meeting in Davos with 
Mr. Hans Schulz, the 
CEO of the EGL 
Group and Mr. 

Markus Brokhof, Member of EGL Executive  
 

Management and Head of the Gas Supply & SEE 
division. Attending the meeting was also Mr. Walter 
Steinmann, Director of the Swiss Federal Office for 
Energy. The Trans Adriatic Pipeline Gas Project (TAP) 
was at the focus of the meeting as Albania is in the 
route of this project.   
  
The representatives of the energy trading company 
acquainted the PM with the progress of this project 
and the decision about establishment of the Trans 
Adriatic Pipeline Albania. 
  
  
The Director of the Swiss Federal Office for Energy Mr. 
Steinmann said that the Swiss government has taken 
a great interest in this project. He emphasized that 
joint work is needed for development of the natural gas 
sector in the field of renewable energy and diversity of 
the energy resources.  
  
PM Berisha said that the government of Albania will 
take every step and initiative to develop the energy 
sector in the country.  
  
PM Berisha and the EGL representatives shared the 
same opinion that cooperation between the relevant 
actors of this project is required. 
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On the sidelines of 
Davos Forum, PM 
Berisha held 
yesterday a meeting 
with PM of Pakistani, 
Syed Yousaf Raza 
Gilani. 

  
During the meeting, attended also by some Pakistani 
government ministers, PM Berisha and PM Gilani 
focused on the further development of the relations 
between two countries in all fields, particularly in the 
need of deepening of the relations.  
  
Pakistani PM commended the development and 
economic progress of Albania in the course of last 
years, as well as great commitment of government in 
successes in fight against corruption and crime in 
Albania.   
  
Gilani expressed the great will of his government in 
strengthening the relations between two countries in all 
field. 
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PM Berisha informed Gilani of the progress of all-sided 
reforms in Albania, as well as achievements of our 
country in economy and other fields, emphasizing that 
Albania is a country with numerous potentials and 
natural and human resources, a country facing major 
European markets, and a future NATO member. The 
PM said that Albanian government is taking great 
steps to create a favorable business climate. Pakistani 
investors are welcomed in Albania, and they will have 
the full support of Albanian government. 
  
PM Berisha underlined that in the framework of 
government measures in further development between 
two countries, an Albanian diplomatic mission will open 
in Islamabad. 
  
Both PMs discussed also about the joint efforts in fight 
against international terrorism.  
  
The meeting also focused on the issue of recognition 
of Kosova Independences, where the Pakistani PM 
assured PM Berisha that his government will seriously 
work on this direction.   
  
Pakistani PM praised the opening of the Albanian 
mission in Islamabad, adding that he would visit 
Albania as soon as possible.  
����
����
+�����
�� ����������� ���������"� 
��������
��

��
���������$��
"���
�����

�
Prime Minister Sali 
Berisha held a 
meeting in Davos 
today with Mr. 
Jacques Barrot, the 
Vice-President of the 

European Commission Responsible for Justice, 
Freedom and Security.    
  
PM Berisha acquainted Mr. Barrot with the efforts of 
the government of Albania to attain criteria and 
standards for the free movement of the Albanian 
citizens. In this context, PM Berisha spoke especially 
about the smooth progress of the process of issuing ID 
cards and biometric passports of the best standards 
for the Albanian citizens; digitalization of the registry 
office; the efforts for a rigorous border control; the 
achievements of fight against organized crime and 
corruption.  
  
Mr. Barrot said that the European Commission 
positively assesses Albania progress. While 
appreciating Albania achievements in the process of 
reforms, Mr. Barrot expressed the European  
 

Commission support for the efforts of the government 
of Albania to consolidate these reforms. 
  
During the meeting it was also discussed about 
Albania application for the status of the EU candidate 
country. PM Berisha said that following SAA ratification 
by the 27 EU member countries and thanks to the 
crystal clear successes with the reforms already 
recognized by the EC Report, Albania will apply for the 
status of the candidate country during the Czech 
Presidency.    
  
Mr. Barrot accepted with pleasure the invitation PM 
Berisha extended for him to visit Albania. 
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During his visit to 
Davos, Prime Minister 
Sali Berisha held a 
meeting with President 
of Azerbaijan Ilham 
Aliyev.    
  

PM Berisha and President Aliyev discussed about 
promotion of cooperation in fields of mutual interest. 
  
Both interlocutors focused especially on energy and 
discussed about Trans Adriatic Pipeline (TAP) building 
project which also passes via Albania territory. The 
president of Azerbaijan, the primarily supply country, 
expressed his willingness for the abundant supply with 
gas of this pipeline.  
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During the proceedings of the World Economic Forum 
in Davos, Prime Minister Sali Berisha attended 
yesterday evening the special session under topic New 
Agenda for the United States of America. During this 
session were treated topics like the U.S. electoral 
process and the great interest with which the elections 
were followed worldwide. The new U.S. leadership and 
the priorities of the USA over 2009 were also 
discussed during this session. 
  
On the sidelines of this session, PM Berisha met with 
Mrs. Valerie Jarrett, Senior Advisor and Assistant to 
the President for Intergovernmental Affairs and Public 
Liaison for the Obama administration. 
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PM Berisha assured Mrs. Jarret that the government of 
Albania is determined to work closely with the U.S. 
President Barack Obama and his administration so 
that to improve further the brilliant relations between 
the two countries. 
  
Mrs. Jarret accepted with pleasure PM Berisha 
invitation to visit Albania. 
 
During the session, Mrs. Jarret made a presentation of 
President Obama economy recovery plan and the 
foreign policy of the USA.  
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Grantham thanked PM 
Berisha for the 
opportunity of this 
meeting, in answer to 
great interest of this 
company in being part of 
development and 
modernization of 
Albania.  

  
PM Berisha praised the capacities and prestige of HP 
Company in entire world and stressed that there exist 
many potentials for cooperation in digitalization of 
practices and extension of access of internet all 
around Albania.     
  
HP vice Director underlined that HP is really interested 
in playing its role in a country as Albania, which is 
changing rapidly.    
  
PM Berisha added that job market and low taxes 
system will facilitate cooperation between Albanian 
government and HP Company.  
  
In this respect, the PM stressed that Albanian 
government has taken all the measures to create a 
favorable business climate, and in this framework, HP 
is welcomed to provide its help and experience in a 
field, which is the top priority of Albanian government.  
  
Albania, from a country with a 4% internet access, it 
has amounted to 20% internet access, and it is 
working with determination to bring the country to 
digital age, said the PM, adding that in this respect HP 
company can give its precious contribution, PM 
Berisha said.  
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The prime ministers of 
the EU member 
countries expressed their 
good understanding of 
Albania application for 
the EU candidate status 
during the first 6-month 

period of the current year and said they were perfectly 
willing to proceed with liberalization of the visa regime 
for the Albanian nationals. Heads of states and 
governments from the EU member countries 
expressed their willingness during their meetings with 
Prime Minister Sali Berisha.  

During his stay in Davos- on the sidelines of the World 
Economic Forum- PM Berisha held special meetings 
with the prime minister of Belgium, prime minister of 
Denmark, President of Lithuania, President of Latvia, 
prime minister of Sweden and other dignitaries of the 
European political world. Also PM Berisha attended a 
private gathering of the heads of states and 
governments of the participating countries in the World 
Economic Forum in Davos, Switzerland. 

Different from the previous years when the meeting 
time was about 2 hours, the current meeting lasted for 
over 4 hours and there was discussed about finding 
the way out of the crisis.  

PM Berisha said in this meeting that Albania currently 
is not affected by the crisis and it does not carry the 
risk of being affected much. Presenting the economic 
situation in Albania, PM Berisha highlighted the two-
digit economic growth of Albania over the first 9 month 
period 2008 while during the last two months Albania 
signed contracts worth euro 3.5 billion in the energy 
field. The PM emphasized that during January it was 
noticed an increase trend of the savings rates.  

The optimism and trust to find the proper ways of 
coming out of the crisis prevailed over this gathering. 

Meanwhile, Europe role in the international arena was 
at the focus of the discussions during the working 
dinner attended by the European leaders. 

PM Berisha was invited to deliver a greeting message 
to this social gathering. The PM considered Albania 
EU project like a dream which is  
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irreversible and will positively change European social 
mantle.  

The heads of EU states and governments highly 
praised Albania reforms supported its EU candidacy 
application. Also the senior EU representatives 
expressed their good understanding of visa 
liberalization for the Albanian citizens in the course of 
Albania meeting the required standards. 

During the dinner, PM Berisha also took the 
opportunity to talk with the distinguished American 
analyst Fareed Zakaria about the global crisis. The PM 
said that the human greed was one of the main causes 
of this unprecedented global crisis.  
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PM Berisha held today 
morning in Davos a 
meeting with Ms. 
Sadako Ogata, 
President of Japan 

International 
Cooperation Agency. 

PM Berisha expressed gratitude to Ms. Ogata for the 
support the government of Japan has provided Albania 
with especially is essential fields for development of 
the country.  

Ms. Ogata promised further cooperation with the 
government of Albania.  

PM Berisha pointed to numerous fields of great 
potential of cooperation and in need of the concrete 
financial assistance of the Agency, like agriculture, 
waterworks and infrastructure. 30% of the state budget 
is designed for the infrastructure which was in 
desperate need, said the PM. In this context, the PM 
highlighted government project on building the rural 
infrastructure, roads, schools and waterworks. The 
most populated areas of the country assume the 
priority, said the PM. 

Further on, the PM pointed to the WB Secondary and 
Local Roads Project in Albania and added that the 
government of Albania would be grateful to Japan 
International Cooperation Agency for every financial  

 

assistance and expertise to this project of priority for 
the government of Albania. 

While appreciating the close cooperation of Japan 
International Cooperation Agency with the World Bank, 
Ms. Ogata considered the Secondary and Local Roads 
Project as rather important and promised further 
assistance and cooperation even with Albanian 
Development Fund in the framework of the project on 
the rural roads. 

Ms. Ogata was very optimistic about this public 
assistance paving the way to the private investments 
by Japanese private companies which have taken an 
interest and are moving toward the Albanian market. 

The president of Japan International Cooperation 
Agency expressed her great satisfaction at Albania 
changing and things going on the right track thanks to 
the reforms and the determination of the government 
of Albania to change the country. 

Likewise, both interlocutors discussed the support of 
the Japan agency for agriculture, the building of 
waterworks and other fields. PM Berisha appreciated 
the great cooperation with the government of Japan 
especially for the training of the Albanian 
administration specialists in different fields in Japan. 
Ms. Ogata pledged of further cooperation and said that 
the agency will offer training for Albanian specialists in 
the fields of medicine, engineering, electronics, 
business management etc.  

The president of Japan International Cooperation 
Agency said she was aware of the great potentials that 
Albania offers and soon she will respond to PM 
Berisha invitation to visit our country. 
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Prime Minister Sali 
Berisha held a meeting in 
Davos today with Mr. 
Mark Pieth, the chairman 
of OECD Working Group 
on Bribery in International 
Business Transactions. 
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PM Berisha acquainted Mr. Pieth with the sweeping 
reforms the government of Albania has implemented in 
fight against corruption, organized crime and economic 
crime. The PM brought to evidence especially the 
reforms implemented for the digitalization of the 
services for the business registration, public 
procurements, taxes and customs as well as reduction 
of licenses and permits and highlighted that the results 
are notable. 

In this context, PM Berisha said that fight against 
corruption is the major priority for the government of 
Albania and emphasized that in the course of the last 
three years Albania has abandoned the group of the 
24 most corrupted countries and is promoted into a 
place leaving behind 95 countries of the world.  

Likewise, the PM emphasized that a great number of 
officials accused of corruption have been brought to 
justice. 

On his part, Mr. Pieth praised Albania achievements in 
fight against corruption and promised the cooperation 
of this institution with the government of Albania.  

PM Berisha and Mr. Pieth also discussed about the 
development of cooperation in fight against corruption, 
money laundering and the international economic 
crime. 

Mark Pieth is a Professor of Criminal Law at Basel 
University, Chairman of the OECD Working Group on 
Bribery in International Business Transactions, and 
Member of Swiss Federal Gaming Commission, 
Chairman of the Board of the Basel Institute on 
Governance. 
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Prime Minister Sali 
Berisha held today in 
Davos a cordial meeting 
with H.E. Abdalla Salem 
El-Badri, OPEC 
Secretary General.   
The PM thanked Mr. El-

Badri and expressed gratitude for the annual 
assistance that the OPEC Fund for International 
Development has provided Albania with in different 
fields of development, especially for improvement of 
infrastructure and the well-being of the population. 
  
 

 
The PM talked at length with Mr. El-Badri about the 
progress of Sustainable Development Program of the 
government of Albania, a priority program about 
building of the rural roads. In this context, PM Berisha 
demanded support of the Fund for the projects on the 
rural areas.      
  
On his part, Mr. El-Badri praised the government of 
Albania great strides through the reforms implemented 
and assured PM Berisha that the OPEC Fund will 
provide further financial assistance for Albania. Mr. El-
Badri said that financing of the projects on the rural 
zones is part of the OPEC Fund assistance.   
  
Likewise, the OPEC Secretary General assured PM 
Berisha that he in person will help the government of 
Albania through the request he will make to the OPEC 
Fund for International Development to help along 
implementation of projects like these in Albania. 
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In conclusion of his 
meetings in Davos, on 
the sidelines of World 
Economic Forum, PM 
Berisha held a cordial 
meeting with 
Chairwoman of 

Transparency International board, Huguette Labelle.  
  
PM Berisha informed Labelle of the firm fight of 
Albanian government against corruption, emphasizing 
in particular the reforms for digitalization of business 
registration services, public procurements, taxes and 
customs, as well reduction of permits and licenses.  
  
PM Berisha expressed his readiness and 
determination of government to do the utmost in fight 
against this phenomenon, which is the top priority of 
the Albanian government.    
  
Labelle praised the successes of Albania in fight 
against corruption and offered her support and that of 
the Transparency International for successful 
continuation of this fight.  
  

Likewise, PM Berisha briefed Labelle on the further 
projects of Albanian government in this respect, asking 
her help and support of this institution. Labelle 
guaranteed that Transparency International, the most 
prestigious and specialized institution in difficult 
process of fight against corruption, will study and look  
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for other means in order to turn the will of the PM and 
Albanian government for zero tolerance against 
corruption, in a package of further reforms in this 
respect.  
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PM Berisha met in 
Davos with President of 
Czech Republic, which 
holds the EU rotating 
presidency, Mr.Vaslav 
Klaus.  
  

PM Berisha thanked President Klaus for the support 
Czech Republic has given and continues to give to 
Albania in integration processes.  
  
Klaus expressed his positive assessment over the all-
sided achievements of Albanian government, in 
political and economic aspect, particularly focusing on 
the achieved successes in fight against corruption and 
crime in Albania.  
  
The conversation between two leaders focused on EU 
integration process and presentation of the Albania� s 
application for candidate country status during the EU 
Czech presidency. In this regard, President Klaus 
clearly stated that Czech Republic will welcome this 
request, adding that the successes of Albania are 
evident for everybody.  
   
PM Berisha and Czech President concentrated also in 
economic relations between two countries, 
emphasizing that there is a revival in this relations. 
Privatization of Distribution Operating System (OSSH), 
by a major Czech company such as CEZ, has paved 
the way for other companies, which are welcomed to 
invest in Albania. 
  
 
 
 


