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 Prime Minister Sali Berisha 
demanded during meeting 
of the government today 
that an inter-ministerial 
working group should be 
formed to identify 
accurately and with 
transparency all the families 
in real economic need and submit concrete proposals 
for the necessary amendments to the existing laws 
and decisions targeting to solve the situation. 

 (continues page 2)    
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- U.S. Vice President, 
Mr. Joe Biden said he 
was much honored to be 
a friend of Albania and 
Albanians, and accepted 
the invitation of PM 
Berisha to visit Albania 
with pleasure.    
  
PM Berisha, accompanied by Chairman of Republic 
Party, lawmaker Fatmir Mediu, met today in 
Washington with U.S. Vice President Joe Biden.  
  
    (continues page 8)  
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Albanian PM Berisha held a bilateral meeting with 
Secretary of State Hillary Clinton.  
Speaking to the media, Deputy Assistant Secretary 
Stuart E. Jones said that Secretary Clinton and PM 
Berisha had a very good meeting and highlighted the 
cordial relations between the two countries.   
    (continues page 11)  
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Yesterday by noon, PM Berisha attended and was a 
guest speaker at the dinner that the organizing 
committee of the National Prayer Breakfast hosted for 
1200 guests, congressmen, senior officials of the U.S. 
administration and world dignitaries.     

   (continues page 7)  
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- PM Berisha initiates production process of first 
biometric passport 

      (page 3) 
 

-Prominent U.S. Congressman Engel ensures 
continuity of cooperation of new Obama 
administration with Albania 

(page 4)  

-U.S. congressmen express satisfaction with 
Albania progress and ensure constant 
cooperation with the USA  

(page 5) 
 
 

-PM Berisha meets Mr. Blinken, National Security 
Adviser to Vice U.S. President  

 (page 8)  
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During today meeting of 
the Council of Ministers, 
Prime Minister Sali 
Berisha drew the 
attention of the local 
authorities and all the 
contracting enterprises to 

rigorous implementation of the decision on use of only 
the e-procurements. The PM emphasized that 2009 is 
the year of e-procurements and no other procurement 
will be used in Albania.    
  
This is the year of e-procurements. The local 
governance units are hesitating to proceed with e-
procurements. I would like to make it crystal clear to 
Albania local officials there can be no other 
procurement except for the electronic form, said the 
PM.  
  
The PM emphasized that the e-procurements are 
already stipulated by law and the decision is 
irreversible. Likewise, the PM highlighted that the 
decision is valid for the local authority, but also for all 
the contracting enterprises, from the PMs office up to 
the most remote commune of the country. 
  
The government has taken all the measures to 
increase to the maximum the e-procurement 
capacities, said the PM. He demanded from the 
ministries to urgently gather the relevant procurement 
units and set them to work doing it. 
  
The PM assured that the state budget is available in 
this direction; hence no other form of procurement will 
be used except for the e-procurements. 
  
The PM demanded from the Ministry of Finances to 
rigorously monitor the process. The government, said 
he, entitles this ministry the re-allocation right of the 
funds and stop of funds if the e-procurement process 
is not carried out. This standard is to the best public 
interest of Albania and it is the standard of the real 
fight against corruption. Let us be the first country that 
implements fully the e-procurements, emphasized the 
PM.   
  
PM Berisha urged all the relevant structures to enforce 
this law. The Ministry of Finance should deal with the 
units hesitating; those which are inactive and produce 
in writing the arguments for stopping the funds. The 
reason about being inactive is simple: those people 
want just to put the funds in their pockets. But, such a 
thing will not happen, said PM Berisha.  
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Prime Minister Sali 
Berisha demanded 
during meeting of the 
government today that 
an inter-ministerial 
working group should be 

formed to identify accurately and with transparency all 
the families in real economic need and submit 
concrete proposals for the necessary amendments to 
the existing laws and decisions targeting to solve the 
situation. 
  
This is a serious problem; therefore we should form an 
inter-ministerial working group. The re-imbursement 
scheme should be devised first of all for those under 
economic difficulty, said PM Berisha.   
  
The PM said that the government during the last 4 
years has increased the social budget from 6.3% of 
the GDP into 9.3%. 800 thousand Albanian families 
have benefited from this biggest ever increase of the 
budget estimated at 56%, said the PM. 
  
But, still a number of the citizens are facing deep pain 
in their daily lives while the average incomes in country 
scale and the country potentials are different. 
  
Speaking about the concerns of the people about 
which he has become aware of, the PM said that the 
local authority should identify with priority the families 
living in misery because of the loss of the head of the 
family and other misfortunes they have suffered.  
  
The PM also spoke about the social assistance 
scheme worth 100 or 150 million USD provided by the 
government. However, although this scheme is 
provided there are certain individuals or families living 
in misery, said the PM. 
  
The central government, said the PM, cannot identify 
each of these families, but the local government can. 
Also the PM drew the attention to the opportunities for 
shelter that the country should provide for the people 
in need. And the big municipalities have the potential 
to provide some shelter to those people in the 
outskirts. 
  
Further on, the PM said that an inter-ministerial 
working group will be set up to deal with these issues. 
The group will be composed by representatives of the 
Ministry of Labor, Social Affairs, the Ministry of 
Education, the Ministry of Health, the Ministry of 
Interior and the Ministry of Finance. Speaking about  
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the Ministry of Education involvement in the process, 
the PM said that it will deal with provide of 
scholarships for the young of the families in need who 
would like to attend the university.     
  
PM Berisha said that present-day Albania has 
changed from what it used to be in early 90-ies or in 
the 80-ies. 
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Prime Minister Sali 
Berisha attended today 
the inauguration 
ceremony of the National 
Personalization Center 
for electronic passports 

and identification cards with treatment of the first 
application made for obtaining this document. 
  
While considering this a forward-looking day of the 
Albanians for 10 years, PM Berisha said that the 
project has the absolute priority of the government of 
Albania. 
  
This is a 30 million Euro project, said the PM, but it is 
far more important even from the quality viewpoint as 
the Albanian citizens will obtain the new generation 
identity cards and the country pioneers the best 
standard in the continent regarding identification of the 
citizens. 
  
In this context, the PM appreciated of extreme 
importance the introduction of the identification 
systems and considered it as the pillar of success that 
opens up new prospects for modernization of this 
country. 
  
Expressing deep gratitude to all those who paved the 
way to implementation of this project, PM Berisha 
appreciated that issuing of the new electronic 
passports and identification cards marks a landmark in 
the process of modernization of the other institutions of 
the country beginning from the tax payment up to 
health insurances.   
  
The General Manager Jean-Alain Joun of the Aleat 
company expressed his satisfaction that within a short 
period of time were made available the venues where 
the electronic passports and identification cards will be 
produced.   
  
The Aleat Co is an example of Sagem Sécurité 
cooperation with the Albanian-American Enterprise 
Fund contracted through a 5 year concession  
 

agreement by the government of Albania in July 2008 
for the production and distribution of the electronic 
passports and identification cards for all Albania 
citizens. 
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Prime Minister Sali Berisha sent today a letter of 
condolences to the family of the senior diplomat, the 
former ambassador Ljublin Dilja who passed away 
following a serious disease.   
  
PM Berisha writes the following in this letter:   
  
Dear Nora,  
Dear children, family members and relations of my 
friend Ljublin Dilja, 
  
The death of your husband, father and beloved son, 
my unforgettable friend, ambassador Ljublin Dilja, 
saddened me, the government and all the Albanians. 
  
Ljublin Dilja made a great and valuable contribution to 
his country and nation in major fields like the 
Parliamentarian, academic and new Albania 
diplomacy. 
  
Following introduction of democracy in the country, Mr. 
Dilja represented Albania with dignity, professionalism 
and great devotion as an ambassador to the USA and 
made a great contribution to further consolidation of 
friendly and all-round cooperation between our 
countries and nations. 
  
As an MP for the Assembly of Albania, Ljublin Dilja 
was distinguished for his intellectual values and 
defended with great devotion the interests of his home 
citizens and town who entrusted him during the XVI 
legislature. 
  
During the last years, he fought the incurable disease 
with real human heroism and worked with devotion as 
the Minister Plenipotentiary in the Permanent Mission 
of the Republic of Albania to the United Nations, New 
York. 
  
You lost your beloved man, a model husband and 
father and Elbasani town and Albania lost their 
distinguished son. 
  
While sharing the great pain with you, we, His friends, 
pray together with you so that his spirit rests in the 
deserved peace.  
Respectfully yours,  
Sali BERISHA 
�
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PM Berisha received 
today the Parliament 
Speaker of Sweden, Mr. 
Per Westerberg, who is 
holding an official visit to 
Albania. 
  

Welcoming him, Premeir Berisha acquainted the guest 
with the deep and all-sided reforms undertaken by the 
government as part of integration process. 
  
PM Berisha said that NATO and EU are two major 
projects of Albanian government and all efforts have 
been focused on these two projects. 
  
In this respect, PM Berisha dwelled especially on 
reforms in the fight against corruption and organized 
crime, phenomena that constituted a serious drawback 
to Albanian integration process into Euro Atlantic 
structures. 
 
Likewise, he informed the Swedish Parliament 
Speaker over economic reforms highlighting that 
Albania is already a country with the lowest fiscal 
burden in Europe. 
  
PM Berisha said that Swedish investors are welcome 
to invest in Albania in different fields such as tourism, 
energy and minerals. 
  
Speaking about political reforms, Berisha said that 
majority has cooperated closely with opposition to 
carry out election reform, constitutional changes and 
justice reform. 
  
PM Berisha expressed to Westerberg the full 
commitment of Albanian government to hold free and 
fair elections. 
 
On the other hand, Mr. Westerberg said that Albania 
has done an excellent job, and expressed his 
impression over the fast development over the course 
of last four years. Sweden strongly supports Albania-
NATO and Albania-EU membership, said Westerberg.  
  
Likewise, Speaker Westerberg hailed constructive role 
of Albania to peace and stability of the Balkans. 
 
Both sides expressed their willingness to intensify 
friendly relations between the two countries. 
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At the invitation of Congressional Committee 
composed of 36 senators and members of US House 
of Representatives, as well as members of Congress 
Vernon J. Ehlers and Heath Shuler, Prime Minister of 
Albania, Sali Berisha, and his spouse departed today 
to attend the 57th Annual National Day of Prayers.  
  
This ceremony will be held in Washington D.C. on 
Thursday, February 5. 
Attending the ceremony are also congressmen, 
senators, leaders of congress, members of President 
Barack Obama administration as well as leaders and 
guests from 160 countries. 
  
Participants will pray to God to enforce relations and to 
push ahead with the spirit of cooperation and 
friendship.  
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Yesterday afternoon, 
Prime Minister Sali 
Berisha held a meeting 
with Mr. Eliot Engel, the 
U.S. Congressman, 
Member of the U.S. 
House of 

Representatives from New York's 17th district and an 
advocate for the causes of Albanian-Americans and 
ethnic Albanians in Kosova.  
  
PM Berisha acquainted Congressman Engel with the 
recent developments in Albania and focused on the 
results the government of Albania reforms has yielded 
and issues related to the NATO and EU membership. 
Among other things, Mr. Berisha highlighted the 
success of fight against organized crime and 
corruption as one of the measures that pushed to rapid 
acceleration of the integration processes and managed 
to wipe the black mark against Albania because of 
these phenomena. Also PM Berisha spoke about the 
radical reform implemented in the Albanian 
administration and which had to do with establishment 
of the e-public procurements, e-registration of the 
business subjects etc.   
  
Speaking about the coming general elections in 
Albania, PM Berisha made an expose of the 
consensual process about approval of the legal  
 
framework for holding of these elections and especially 
the efforts of the government of Albania to stage free 
and fair elections. He acquainted Congressman Engel 

 



NOVEMBER 2008 – WEEKLY NEWS     

 
 

   
 
DEPARTMENT OF INFORMATION AND PUBLIC RELATIONS 
Address: Council of Ministers, Blvd; “Dëshmorët e K ombit”, Tiranë – Albania 
Telephone: 00 355 4 277 329  

 
5 
 

with the measures taken to an e-register of the 
population, issuing of the new ID cards and biometric 
passports, etc, all elements that guarantee fair 
elections. 
On his part, Congressman Engel praised the 
achievements of Berisha government in fight against 
organized crime, corruption, modernization of the 
administration and especially the results of these 
reforms as the basis of NATO and EU integration of 
the country. Likewise, he thanked PM Berisha for the 
successful partnership with the USA in fight against 
terrorism. As a conclusion, Congressman Engel 
assured PM Berisha of continuity of cooperation of the 
new Obama administration with Albania and the 
government of Albania.   
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At the invitation of 
Senator Tom Coburn 
and Congressman Heath 
Shuler, Prime Minister 
Sali Berisha, 
accompanied by the 
chairman of the 
Republican Party, MP 

Fatmir Mediu, attended the special dinner they hosted 
with the participation of U.S. congressmen, among 
which were Senator Samuel Brownback from the U.S. 
state of Kansas and a candidate in the Republican 
primaries for the 2008 Presidential election, John 
Randolph Thune, the Republican junior U.S. Senator 
from the state of South Dakota, James Warren DeMint, 
the U.S. Senator from South Carolina, John Eric 
Ensign, the United States Senator from Nevada and 
congressmen Mike Doyle, Trent Franks, Zach Wamp, 
Robert Aderholt, etc.�

   
During the dinner, Albania and government of Albania 
reforms occupied a special place. PM Berisha took the 
opportunity to make an expose of the achievements of 
his government in fight against organized crime, 
corruption, the economic reforms implemented, the 
upgrade of the system of services and investment 
opportunities.  
Mr. Berisha said that the acceleration of the NATO and 
EU integration process of the country was thanks to 
the success of these reforms implemented.   
  
Also PM Berisha acquainted his interlocutors with the 
coming Parliamentary elections in Albania and said  
 
that the government of Albania is quite willing to have 
free and fair elections. Not only the political consensus 
between the ruling majority and the opposition about 

drafting of a modern legal framework, but, first of all, 
the strenuous efforts of the government for providing 
the electoral infrastructure like the ID cards, e-register 
of the citizens etc form a sound basis for these 
elections to attain the standards, said the PM.      
  
On their part, the American congressmen positively 
assessed the great strides of Berisha government and 
expressed their trust for further successes. They 
promised a constant cooperation of the USA with 
Albania and the government of Albania while pointing 
to the indispensability of further improves in the 
relations between the two countries. 
  
A friendly and warm atmosphere dominated the dinner.  
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In the framework of the 
meetings with distinguished 
figures of U.S. 
administration and politics, 
PM Sali Berisha met with 
former Secretary of 
Defense, Donald Rumsfeld, 
a friend and supporter of 

Albania� s integration into NATO. 
  
PM Berisha praised the precious contribution of 
Rumsfeld in Albania� s NATO integration process.   
  
PM Berisha acquainted Rumsfeld with Albania� s 
NATO integration process, reforms undertaken by 
Albanian government for acceleration of this process in 
order to fully merit the membership in this 
Alliance. The membership in this Alliance means for 
Albania the return with dignity to the family of free 
nations, democratic community, as well as a higher 
stage of economic growth. Economic reforms have 
given their results, thus turning Albania into an 
attractive country for foreign investments, said PM 
Berisha.  
  
The result of fight against organized crime and 
corruption enabled a larger budget for Albanian Armed 
Forces, aiming at further increase of it, underlined PM 
Berisha.   
  
On his part, Rumsfeld praised the work of PM Berisha 
and success of reforms, considering Albania a country 
with positive indicators in the region.   
  
 
Former U.S. Defense Secretary expressed his 
conviction over Albania� s NATO integration and 
journey toward Albania� s integration processes. He 
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expressed his pleasure over the meeting with PM 
Berisha, and expressed his belief that cooperation 
between two countries would deepen in the future.  
  
Both interlocutors discussed global politics issues, 
NATO enlargement process, etc.  
�
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Yesterday morning, 
Prime Minister Sali 
Berisha was the guest of 
Mr. William Cohen, 
Chairman and Chief 
Executive Officer of The 

Cohen Group, and a former U.S. Secretary of 
Defense.   
  
Accompanying Mr. Cohen to this meeting were senior 
leaders of the U.S. Defense Department like Mr. 
Daniel Fata, the former Deputy Assistant Secretary of 
Defense for European and NATO Policy, General 
Joseph Ralston, Admiral James Loy, Lieutenant 
General Harry D. Raduege, BG Maria Owens and they 
followed the meeting with great interest. 
  
  
During the friendly conversation, Mr. Cohen expressed 
his satisfaction at PM Berisha visit to Washington and 
their meeting as well.  
  
Answering to Mr. Cohen interest about the sensibility 
of the Albanian people and pro NATO sentiments, PM 
Berisha said that no other country in the region has 
such a high percentage, about 96% in support of the 
Euro-Atlantic integration. Albania and the Albanians 
are staunch supports of the North Atlantic Alliance and 
the USA. On this occasion, Mr. Berisha thanked in 
person Mr. Cohen for his personal contribution to the 
benefit of the Euro-Atlantic integration processes of 
Albania.  
  
In reply to the questions of his interlocutors, Mr. 
Berisha presented the efforts the government of 
Albania is making to attain the NATO standards 
through upgrading the Albanian Army, raising the 
defense budget etc.  
  
While presenting the reforms of his government 
targeting a quick NATO and EU integration of the 
country, PM Berisha focused on the results of fight  
 
 
against organized crime and corruption which have 
pave the way to Albania NATO full membership.  
  

Thanks to these strides the number of tourists to 
Albania last summer doubled and reached to two 
million as an expression of the attractiveness of the 
Albanian coast. Further on, Mr. Berisha acquainted the 
participants with Albania potentials and the improved 
rates of Foreign Direct Investment. 
  
Mr. Cohen praised the job of Berisha government and 
the successes of the reforms implemented. He pointed 
to Albania significant progress which equals to NATO 
membership and he also expressed the conviction that 
the relations between the USA and Albania will 
improve further in the future.  
  
The participants attending the meeting expressed their 
interest about issues related to the integration 
processes of the country. 
  
The Cohen Group, a strategic business consulting 
firm, provides advice to corporate leadership and 
assistance in marketing and regulatory affairs. 
�
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- England: Albania will be a worthy member and 
serious partner of the North Atlantic Alliance   
  
On the second day of his Washington visit, Prime 
Minister Sali Berisha held a meeting with Mr. Gordon 
England, United States Deputy Secretary of Defense. 
The meeting was held in a warm and friendly spirit. PM 
Berisha thanked Mr. England for the institutional and 
personal commitment and efforts to see Albania a 
NATO member.  
  
Further on, Mr. Berisha acquainted the senior 
American official with the government of Albania 
constant strides so that to deserve the place side by 
side with the NATO member countries.   
  
The fight against organized crime and corruption is the 
battle the government of Albania wages every day and 
the more the results achieved, the more the efforts of 
the government to achieve further results, said further 
the PM. 
  
  
Speaking about the reforms about modernization of 
the public administration, Mr. Berisha acquainted the 
Deputy Secretary of Defense England with the far-
reaching reform in the administrative procedures 
related to use of the most modern programs like e-
procurements, e-registration of the businesses etc thus  
 
deserving even the Millennium Challenge Corporation 
aid.   
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On his part, Mr. England expressed his satisfaction at 
the success of the reforms PM Berisha is properly 
implementing. He expressed his belief that Albania will 
be a worthy member and serious partner of the North 
Atlantic Alliance, also through confirming the growing 
cooperation between our countries and governments.  
�
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On the second day of his 
stay in the USA, Prime 
Minister Sali Berisha 
held a meeting with Mr. 
John McCain III, the 
senior United States 
Senator from Arizona 
and the Republican 

nominee for president in the 2008 United States 
election.  
    
PM Berisha thanked Senator McCain for the hospitality 
while highlighting all his efforts and contribution made 
to the benefit of the Albanian issue.  
  
Further on, PM Berisha acquainted Mr. McCain with 
the NATO membership process as well as with the 
reforms the government of Albania has implemented 
and which have influenced the acceleration of this 
process. 
  
Following PM Berisha resume of fight against 
organized crime and corruption, the economic reforms, 
the improvement of Albania image and its 
transformation into an attractive country to foreign 
direct investments, Senator McCain positively 
assessed the government of Albania successes and 
considered impressive the reforms the government of 
Albania has implemented.   
  
Further on, Mr. McCain talked about the ways of 
further improvement of the bilateral relations between 
the two countries and praised Albania unwavering role 
in the framework of partnership and alliance with the 
USA. 
  
The talks also focused on Kosova issue. Senator 
McCain is a defender and fighter of this issue. 
  
PM Berisha and Senator McCain shared the same 
views even about the NATO enlargement, Afghanistan 
mission etc.  
  
  
 
At the end of the meeting, Mr. McCain held PM 
Berisha in high esteem for the job done and expressed 
his belief that in the future the relations between the 
USA and Albania will be closer.  

  
Senator McCain is one of the most active members of 
the U.S. Congress in defense of Albania and the 
Albanian issue.  
 
��� �
����	$� 	� ��
��� ��
	%
�� 	�� ��


�� �����
�������
��
���

�	
�����������
��	��
��
  

Yesterday by noon, 
Prime Minister Sali 
Berisha attended and 
was a guest speaker at 
the dinner that the 
organizing committee of 
the National Prayer 
Breakfast hosted for 

1200 guests, congressmen, senior officials of the U.S. 
administration and world dignitaries.     
  
The dinner is an event that precedes the National 
Prayer Breakfast and is an opportunity of the leading 
figures coming into contact with one another.  
  
 On this occasion, PM Berisha delivered a greeting 
message to the participants on the panel. 
  
PM Berisha spoke about the values of the nations, 
peace and cooperation, reconciliation and the future. 
  
Firstly, I express gratitude to the organizing committee 
for the invitation to attend this great event. Also I 
express gratitude to all of you for supporting my 
country on its way of building a free society, said PM 
Berisha. 
  
Speaking about the painful story of the Albanian 
nation, PM Berisha highlighted that, The Albanians, 
one of the most ancient nations of the continent, has 
confronted many hardships. Its history has been the 
one of survival. It suffered many occupations and 
horrible dictatorships. As soon as we won freedom, we 
began to move toward the space of freedom. It was 
your help and support that crossed the borders and 
turned my country into the track of democracy.  
  
Further on, PM Berisha pointed to the ethnic diversity 
that is a characteristic feature of our nations. But, this 
has served to stimulate further tolerance and 
reconciliation as universal values. 
  
  
 
 
In the 90-ies, - said further Mr. Berisha, Albania was 
the forth poorest country of the world and my monthly 
salary as the President of Albania was just 16 USD. 
But, said PM Berisha, thanks to freedom, devotion and 
willingness, Albania is currently quite a different 
country.  
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Then, the moderator of the meeting appreciated highly 
the speech of PM Berisha which got a round of 
applause from the participants. 
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Yesterday afternoon, 
Prime Minister Sali 
Berisha held a friendly 
conversation with 
members of the two 
largest organizations of 
the Albanian Diaspora 

and lobby in the States, the Pan-Albanian Federation 
of America, Vatra ("The Hearth") and the National 
Albanian American Council (NAAC).  
  
PM Berisha highlighted the great role of the Diaspora 
dedicated to advocating for Albanians as well as its 
role about the democratic developments. The role of 
the Diaspora, -said PM Berisha- has been immensely 
important during the recent years as it has supported 
the integration processes in Albania, the reforms the 
government of Albania has implemented targeting to 
take the country out of the black map of crime and 
corruption.  
  
The PM acquainted his interlocutors with the political 
and economic reforms as well as preparation for the 
coming Parliamentary elections. 
  
The representatives of the two organizations of the 
Albanian Diaspora in the USA praised the reforms of 
the government of Albania and pledged support for PM 
Berisha on the way of implementing his governance 
program. 
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 - Mrs. Nancy Pelosi 
expressed interest for 
Albania’s integration 
reforms and accepted 
the invitation to visit 
Albania with pleasure   
  
During the stay in 

Washington, PM Berisha, accompanied by Chairman 
of Republican Party, lawmaker Fatmir Mediu met U.S. 
Congress House of Representatives Speaker Mrs. 
Nancy Pelosi. 
  

PM Berisha expressed Speaker Pelosi the great 
gratitude for help and support provided by U.S. 
Congress to Albania in the course of these years, in 
the NATO integration process and success of reforms.   
  
On her part, U.S. House Speaker expressed her 
pleasure over the meeting with PM Berisha, whereas 
guaranteed further deepening of cooperation between 
two countries.   
  
Speaker Pelosi accepted with pleasure the invitation of 
PM Berisha to visit Albania, a country she did not have 
the opportunity to visit before. 
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- U.S. Vice President, Mr. 
Joe Biden said he was 
much honored to be a 
friend of Albania and 
Albanians, and accepted 
the invitation of PM 
Berisha to visit Albania 
with pleasure.    
  

PM Berisha, accompanied by Chairman of Republic 
Party, lawmaker Fatmir Mediu, met today in 
Washington with U.S. Vice President Joe Biden.  
  
At the beginning of the meeting, PM Berisha 
expressed Joe Biden the deep gratitude, special 
pleasure, for the opportunity to meet with U.S. Vice 
President, a precious friend of Albania and Albanians.   
  
  
On his part, U.S. Vice President Joe Biden expressed 
his pleasure over the meeting and said he was  
 
honored to be a friend of Albania and Albanians. Biden 
said that U.S. new administration will fully support 
Albania in its efforts to build and strengthen a 
democratic society and push ahead integration 
reforms.    
  
Highly praising the role and activity of Biden, PM 
Berisha invited him to visit Albania, adding that this 
visit would be a great joy for Albania and Albanians. 
U.S. Vice President accepted the invitation with 
pleasure.   
�
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Today, in the U.S. capital 
was held the National 
Prayer Breakfast, an 
annual event in 
Washington that brought 
together senior 
dignitaries from 182 

countries of the world like American congressmen, 
senior officials of the administration, prominent leaders 
and politicians and foreign dignitaries from the fields of 
art, culture and science.  
  
Attending this event were the U.S. President Barack 
Obama accompanied by First Lady Michelle Obama 
and Vice President Joe Biden. 
  
PM Berisha and his spouse took the place of honor 
side by side with the U.S. Secretary of State Hillary 
Clinton and Senator Bill Nelson. 
  
At the beginning of the meeting congressmen Vernon 
J. Ehlers and Heath Shuler introduced to the 
participants the Prime Minister of the Republic of 
Albania Sali Berisha as he got a round of applause. 
  
PM Berisha had delivered a speech to the audience a 
day ago which was appreciated as inspiring for the 
values of the nations, peace, good understanding and 
human trust. 
  
The U.S. President Obama was the keynote speaker 
at the National Prayer Breakfast. The American 
president aroused emotions among the participants as 
he focused on the great importance of peace, dialogue 
and fraternity for cooperation between the nations of 
the world. President Obama highlighted the great 
importance of these values in the context of the world 
economic crisis that’s all the more reason to handle it 
with patience, willingness, cooperation and good 
understanding.  
   
The National Prayer Breakfast is a yearly event held in 
Washington, D.C., on the first Thursday of February 
each year. It is already transformed into a tradition of 
promotion of human values, peace, love and friendship 
worldwide. 
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Prime Minister Sali 
Berisha held a special 
meeting in Washington 
with General Wesley 
Clark.   

  
 

During this warm and friendly meeting, PM Berisha 
praised the outstanding contribution that General Clark 
has made for putting an end to the atrocities that 
Milosevic regime committed and the human rights 
abuses in Kosova. Thanks even to the contribution of 
Mr. Clark, said PM Berisha, today Kosova is a free and 
independent state.  
  
PM Berisha acquainted General Clark with the reforms 
of the government of Albania for the integration of the 
country in the North Atlantic Alliance and saying that 
soon Albania will become a worthy member of this 
organization. Also the PM spoke about developments 
in the country, the integration process and especially 
the results of fight against organized crime and 
corruption. 
  
General Clark positively assessed the reforms of the 
government headed by PM Berisha and reasserted his 
belief for Albania certain future in the NATO.  
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In the course of his 
Washington visit, Prime 
Minister Sali Berisha put 
on a dinner at the 
Newseum, in 
Pennsylvania Avenue, in 
honor of the American 
prominent politicians and 

think tanks in Washington.      
  
 
 
The guest of honor to this dinner was the senior United 
States Senator from Indiana Richard Lugar, one of the 
greatest defenders of Albania integration process and 
the Albanian issue. Other senior officials of the State 
Department and the Pentagon were also invited to the 
dinner like the former U.S. Ambassador to Albania 
Marcie B. Ries, the Deputy Assistant of the Secretary 
of State Stewart Johnson, the former Special 
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Representative of the UN Secretary-General and head 
of UNMIK Sren Jessen-Petersen and others. 
  
PM Berisha delivered a greeting speech on this 
occasion. He acquainted the participants with the 
reforms the government of Albania has implemented 
targeting NATO integration. 
Among other things the PM said: It is a great honor to 
welcome you to this dinner. Albania is making steps 
ahead toward its integration through the reforms 
implemented and fight to curb organized crime and 
eradicate corruption, thus improving the image of the 
country and its role in the region and becoming in the 
near future a worthy member of the North Atlantic 
Alliance. 
  
Further on, PM Berisha held in high esteem Senator 
Lugar, a great defender of Albania NATO integration 
and the Albanian issue as a whole. PM Berisha also 
appreciated highly the role of Senator Lugar for 
Destruction of the Chemical Weapons Stockpile in 
Albania program. Likewise, the PM spoke about 
Albania NATO integration, the partnership with the 
USA and expressed the willingness of his government 
to improve the very good relations with the USA, thus 
becoming more and more part of the international 
initiatives in fight against terrorism and bringing peace 
to the world.  
  
On his part, Mr. Lugar thanked the PM for the invitation 
and the opportunity to talk with friends and well-
wishers of Albania in the States. Senator Lugar spoke 
about the implementation of the Nunn-Lugar 
Cooperative Threat Reduction program and the 
cooperation with the government of Albania. 
Meanwhile, he praised the reforms Berisha 
government has implemented targeting Albania NATO 
integration. Senator Lugar also ensured development 
of the cooperation between the two countries. 
  
The participants to the dinner took the opportunity to 
discuss various topics like Albania integration into the 
Euro-Atlantic structures as well as other issues of 
regional and international politics. A friendly and warm 
atmosphere dominated the dinner.  
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Yesterday afternoon, at 
the venues of the White 
House, PM Berisha had 
a meeting with Mr. 
Antony J. Blinken, 
National Security 
Adviser to Vice 

President of the United States of America. 

  
PM Berisha acquainted Mr. Blinken with the constant 
efforts of the government of Albania to curb organized 
crime and mitigate corruption targeting to transform 
Albania into a safe place for its citizens and a lucrative 
offer for the foreign investments. Likewise, the PM 
highlighted Albanias progress with market economy 
reforms, the improvement of the business climate; he 
mentioned the reduction of the operational 
expenditure, the measures taken to prevent the conflict 
of interest in the administration and the move towards 
the goal of nationwide e-tax administration and e-
procurement. 
  
Further on, the PM spoke about the consensus 
between the political forces in Albania about the 
coming general elections and highlighted the 
improvement of the legal framework for holding free 
and fair elections. In this context, PM Berisha 
acquainted Mr. Blinken with the efforts and 
achievements of the government to create a modern 
electoral infrastructure for administering the elections 
in accordance with the international standards. The 
PM emphasized that the citizens of Albania have 
begun to obtain the ID cards and biometric passports 
while the citizens registry is digitalized. 
  
On his part, Mr. Blinken evaluated positively Albania 
development and said he was enthusiastic about the 
results and successes the government of Albania has 
achieved. He appreciated Albania NATO membership 
process as a milestone in the basis of which is the 
standards the government of Albania has attained. He 
appreciated highly Albania alliance with the USA and 
considered our country one of the best friends. 
Likewise, Mr. Blinken praised the success of the 
government of Albania in fight against organized 
crime, corruption and the economic reforms 
implemented. 
  
The National Security Adviser to Vice U.S. President 
Mr. Antony J. Blinken assured PM Berisha that the 
new Obama administration will adopt the same attitude 
toward our country and the government of Albania will 
find in this administration a staunch ally.  
He added that the bilateral relations will experience 
higher levels of cooperation and friendship. 
  
During the meeting the two interlocutors also focused 
on the regional developments and its integration 
process as well as Kosova. Among other things, Mr. 
Blinken pointed to Durrs - Kuks  Morin highway as a 
major work of modern Albania and very worthy of 
economic development of Albania, Kosova, but even 
of the whole region. 
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During his visit to the 
States, Prime Minister 
Sali Berisha held a 
meeting yesterday with 
Senator John Isakson. 
PM Berisha thanked 
Senator Isakson for the 

hospitality and the contribution he has made to the 
benefit of the Albanian issue.   
  
Further on, PM Berisha acquainted Mr. Isakson with 
the reforms the government of Albania has 
implemented in the framework of NATO integration 
process. The PM made a resume of the constant 
efforts of the government of Albania and fight against 
organized crime and corruption as well as the 
economic and political reforms implemented. 
  
In this context, the PM pointed to the sweeping 
reforms that have improved Albania image and have 
turned the country into an attractive offer for the 
foreign investors. 
  
On his part, Senator Isakson positively assessed the 
reforms Albania has implemented and praised the 
unwavering determination of Albania for working in 
partnership with the United States of America. 
  
Senator Isakson also expressed his support for 
Albania full NATO membership in the next summit. 
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Albanian Prime Minister 
Sali Berisha held a 
bilateral meeting with 
Secretary of State 
Hillary Clinton.  
  
Speaking to the media, 
Deputy Assistant 

Secretary Stuart E. Jones said that Secretary Clinton 
and PM Berisha had a very good meeting and  
 
highlighted the cordial relations between the two 
countries.  
  
The PM thanked Secretary Clinton for the constant 
support of the USA to Albania in the course of all these 
years. 
  
Secretary Clinton expressed her enthusiasm for 
Albania NATO accession.  
  

The Lustration Law was a topic of discussion in the 
meeting. Answering to Secretary Clinton interest, Mr. 
Berisha assured her there will be no witch-hunt, but 
there will be followed-up all the constitutional 
processes and the government will not be involved in 
this process. We didnt make any suggestion to the PM 
regarding this law, but he provided assurances which 
we welcome.  
  
Answering to the question about his meeting with 
Secretary Clinton, PM Berisha said: 
  
PM Berisha: It was a very pleasant meeting. It 
happened that I became the first prime minister 
meeting Secretary Clinton; therefore I expressed my 
satisfaction at this moment. Also I assured Secretary 
Clinton that no other nation has welcomed with more 
satisfaction her nomination in the post than us, the 
Albanians.  
  
During the meeting we highlighted the very good 
bilateral relations. I took the opportunity to express 
deep gratitude to Secretary Clinton and the U.S. 
Administration for the strong support they provided us 
with in the course of our efforts for NATO integration. 
While, Secretary Clinton said she was impressed with 
the results of the economic reforms implemented in 
Albania.   
  
The meeting was a wonderful occasion to assure 
Secretary Clinton that the coming general elections in 
Albania will be free and fair, to require monitors from 
the U.S. administration and the other friendly countries 
to supervise and monitor the elections about which first 
of all the government is committed to meet the  
 
standards, but also welcome friends from all over the 
world.  
  
During the meeting it was also discussed the 
Lustration Law. It was an open and friendly discussion 
and I assured the U.S. Secretary of State that first of 
all it will not be used as a witch-hunt to find and punish 
political opponents. Secondly, everything will be 
implemented in accordance with the rule of law. This 
was in the spirit of good understanding and no other 
solution except for the fair elections can be imagined 
on this occasion. Every citizen affected by this law has  
 
 
the right to bring the case to court and even to the 
European Court of Human Rights in Strasbourg. 
  
Another important topic I discussed with Secretary 
Clinton was also Afghanistan. I expressed the 
willingness of Albania to send another additional batch 
of troops there. As President Barack Obama and his 
administration are focused there, Albania has already 
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stationed in Afghanistan 225 servicemen and is ready 
to take the number to 350.  
  
We also discussed at length about energy. I 
acquainted Secretary Clinton with the energy situation 
and the gas pipelines in the region, the indispensability 
of the diverse power resources. Secretary Clinton 
displayed special interest on this issue and we decided 
to have further meetings soon on all the technicalities.  
  
I say, it was a very pleasant meeting held in the spirit 
of understanding. The Albanians find great and real 
friends in the U.S. administration. 
  
Mr. Berisha, were you asked to make any specific 
promise to provide inmates from Guantanamo Bay 
prison new homes in Albania? 
  
PM Berisha: We were in favor of close of the U.S. 
detention facility at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba even a 
year ago as it became a symbol of what the USA is 
not. We made a modest contribution, but we are 
satisfied we did and we welcome President Obama's 
executive order to close Guantanamo within the proper 
deadline. We are absolutely in constant contact and I 
say this is very good news. 
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During his visit to the 
United States of 
America, Prime Minister 
Sali Berisha held on 
Friday a meeting with 
Senator Tom Coburn.   
  

PM Berisha thanked Senator Coburn for the warm 
hospitality and for the support to Albania and its NATO 
integration.     
  
PM Berisha acquainted Senator Coburn with the 
reforms the government of Albania has implemented in 
the framework of the NATO integration process. 
The PM made a resume of the constant efforts of the 
government of Albania in fight against organized crime 
and corruption and also acquainted Senator Coburn 
with the economic and political reforms implemented. 
  
On his part, Senator Coburn appreciated highly the job 
of PM Berisha and ensured his support for the 
continuity of the reforms. Senator Coburn pointed to 
the government of Albania impressive achievements 
and expressed his hope for the very good bilateral 
relations further improve. 
Likewise, Senator Coburn pledged his support for 
Albania full NATO membership during the coming 
summit. 
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