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Albaneze, in Vlora, an
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investment. Attending
the ceremony were
ambassador of Italy
to Tirana, Mr. Saba D’Elia, deputy minister of
Economic Development of Italian government, Mr.
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Guido Ottolenghi, minister of government, lawmakers,
etc. In his address, Premier Berisha considered this
investment of extraordinary importance not only for
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- Premier
Berisha:
Kalimashi
Tunnel, the
masterpiece of
the union of the
nation

- Premier Thagi: Durrés-Kukés highway is the road of
hope, trust, work and development

Prime Minister Sali Berisha attended the ceremony of
the newly-opened Thirré-Kalimash tunnel, a key
section of Rréshen- Kalimash road segment and also
part of the Durrés-Kukés highway. Attending the
ceremony were the Speaker of the Assembly Jozefina
Topalli, Minister for Foreign Affairs Lulzim Basha,
Minister of Public Works, Transport and
Telecommunications Sokol Olldashi, Integration
Minister Majlinda Bregu, other members of the
Cabinet, as well as local leaders.

Premier Berisha symbolically opened the tunnel
through pushing down the dividing wall so that to meet
on the other side the Kosovar Prime Minister Hashim
Thaci. Accompanying Mr. Thagi were the Deputy
Prime Minister Hajredin Kugi, Minister for Foreign
Affairs Skénder Hyseni, Minister of Transports Fatmir
Limaj, members of the government, legislators of the
Parliament of Kosova.

After walking through the tunnel, the two prime
ministers gave a joint news conference in the presence
of the local media and the journalists coming from
Kosova.

Further on, the two premiers said:

Premier
Berisha : Mr.
Prime
Minister of
Kosova
Hashim
Thaci,

Mrs. Jozefina
Topalli,

Speaker of
the Parliament of Albania,

Dear members of the Cabinet, Parliament, local
leaders of Albania and Kosova,

Dear guests, Ms. Eisenhower, niece of the U.S.
president, Europe’s liberator general, an icon of

honesty and devotion for his nation, Dwight
Eisenhower, a worthy friend of the Albanian nation,
Dear ambassador Walker, a Hero of our nation,
My dear friend Sharik Tara, Lady Tara, Sinan Tara,
honored representatives of the Bechtel Enka
Company,

Citizens of Albanial

Firstly, | would
like to
cordially greet
you all, to
share with you
the great joy
of this all-
Albanian
dream
becoming a

reality. Here we lived through one of the finest dreams
of the Albanians becoming a reality; we experienced
the collapse of a wall, but also of a mountain, not just
of a wall, but of the impossibility. Together with the
Prime Minister of Kosova and you we inaugurated the
opening of Kalimash tunnel, one of the masterpieces in
the building field in Europe and over a wider area. This
is above all the tunnel of the reunification of our nation.
We showed today that there are no mountains, no
hurdles that could divide this nation spiritually or
physically. Also the tunnel unites more the Albanians
with the other nations of the region, Macedonians,
Serbians, Bulgarians and all the regional nations. The
tunnel will give access to Albania coast and ports to
the Albanians in Albania and Kosova, but also it can
be used by all the countries of the region. This tunnel
could be named differently. My friend Sharik Tara
suggested the name of “Tunnel of Friendship”. Dear
Sharik! You have been for 20 years in these areas
because of your early roots, but even because of the
great love for the Albanians, with whom you have links,
but even for the neighboring nations. It is a pleasure
that together with the Bechtel, an internationally leader
company in the building field, you are making a reality
the dream of the Albanians. The tunnel is rather
expensive, but | would like to say that for a nation and
people that has to make up for the lost time, the time is
the most important cost, and this tunnel costs far more
less than the time that spend people moving through it
within a year.

The tunnel has been hard work and had a high cost,
but the price is hundreds of times less than the great
moral value that the reunification brings between the
peoples, than the service it offers to the people and
Kosova access to the sea that it provides. Special
gratitude to all the Bechtel-Enka workers that
implemented this project in record time through making
use of the most modern technology. We are grateful to
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you. You will
be part of our
history and
effort for
development.
Special thanks
to Minister
Basha,
Minister
Olldashi for

following with

great devotion the project implementation and putting
into practice the advice of the premier and the
government and today the project has become a
reality. Also | thank the administration employees for
their contribution. Kim Mehmeti wrote a message to
say this is a miracle of the Albanians. | consent.

I would like to thank the Parliament for supporting the
project; | thank my friends who encouraged me for
implementation of this major project. | thank you, Mr.
William Walker, for being with us and you Ms.
Eisenhower. | promise that my government will do the
utmost so that the Albanians enjoy Albania.

Prime Minister of Kosova Hashim Thagi

Honored Prime
Minister of
Albania Sali
Berisha,

Honored
speaker of the
Assembly of
Albania Topalli,

Honored ministers, deputy ministers, lawmakers,
Honored ambassador Walker,

| convey to you congratulations of Kosova government,
institutions, people, for this masterpiece.

This is a great day of the Albanians. It is a marked day
for me in person, because now we have a strong link
between this journey and Kosova freedom. Many a
time me and my fellow-fighters walked on foot this way
in bad weather for the freedom of the nation. Today,
Kosova and Albania, Tirana and Prishtina are closer
than ever before and they will be forever such.
Freedom and Kosova Independence, Kosova state
itself is in the core of this spiritual, physical and
material vicinity. Kosova Independence attaches to this
road the full dimension of coming close; it is the very
meaning of the highway. This road gives Kosova
access to the sea. Although we have been divided
over centuries, today we are closer than ever. We
were divided by history and injustice, but today is that

all gone. Kosova is independent, Albania is a NATO
member country and today we build highways. Today,
Albania and Kosova youth will not travel on foot in mud
and amid fear. Today, all the barriers have been
overcome through willing and vision and tens of
communication tunnels have already been established.
Hence, | congratulate you, Honored Prime Minister of
Albania, Mr. Sali Berisha even on behalf of Kosova
people for the great job done. This road will carry
ideas, goods and bring economic growth for our
countries as well as our dream for national integration
and a future in the EU and NATO. This road will give
an impetus to development of the two countries. In the
capacity of the Prime Minister of the Republic of
Kosova, | promise that soon this road will extend
further to Vermicé, Prizren, and the capital of Kosova,
Prishtingé. This is the highway of hope, trust, work and
development of the Albanians. This is our story. This is
the road of national and Euro-Atlantic integration, the
road of the new century. This is the road of peace,
stability and development.

Thank you, Congratulations and May success attend
you and all the Albanians!”

Prime Minister
Sali Berisha
attended the
inauguration of
the “Fly for
Life” Centre
which will
focus on
diagnosis and
treatment of children suffering from autism. This centre
is opened under the special auspices of the Albanian
Children Foundation “Domenick Scaglione”, led by the
wife of the Prime Minister, Mrs. Liri Berisha and has
been completed with all the necessary equipment by
Prof. Giovanni Bocchiotti, a specialist of Department of
Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery in Turin University.
The centre will serve to the children encountering
development problems and especially to the children
suffering of autism. The staff of this Centre will be
composed of doctors and other staff licensed in
Canada, USA, France, Italy and Albania. Premier
Berisha evaluated highly the establishment of this
centre and considered it a need and vital
indispensability for these children. The premier also
said that it had been unjustifiable that the institutions
and the whole society had left autism concern in
oblivion. The premier congratulated the Albanian
Children Foundation “Domenick Scaglione” for bringing
the problem into the attention as well as all the
professors and donors for paving the way to opening
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of this centre. On her part, Mrs. Berisha said that along
with this centre the Foundation targets to give hope to
all the people having their children suffering from
autism. She promised, “Further joint efforts to bring the
treatment of autism into modern levels and
transforming the centre into the proper place where
efforts can be made.”
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Today, Prime
Minister, Sali
Berisha
received the
U.S. Under
Secretary of
Defense,
James

Clapper.
Welcoming him, Premier Berisha thanked the United
State, US President and in particular Department of
Defense for the great help in process of Albania’s
membership in NATO, adding that Albania did the
utmost to achieve membership objectives. Later on,
Premier Berisha informed Clapper of the preparations
of government for holding free and fair elections,
mentioning the digitalization of civil registry, voters lists
digitalization, biometric passports and ID cards. On
his part, Under Secretary Clapper congratulated
Premier Berisha for Albania’s membership to NATO,
and conveyed to PM Berisha the thanks of Secretary
Gates for commitment of Albania in Iraq and
Afghanistan. Likewise, he stressed that USA are
attentively following electoral process in Albania, and
expressed the conviction that they will be free and fair.
Speaking of the situation and cooperation among two
countries in Afghanistan, Premier Berisha informed
U.S. Under Secretary of Defense of the decisions of
Albanian government for sending soon to Afghanistan
an extra military company, including 20 medics and
nurses, as well as financing of several schools. The
Premier also expressed the willingness of government
to accept Afghan students in Albanian universities.
Further on, both interlocutors exchanged opinions on
the situation in the region, especially in Kosova, where
it was noted the great success of Kosova after
independence, especially in the field of security. The
Premier pointed to political manipulation of Serbs in
northern Mitrovica, as well as the non positive role of
Serbia in regional activities
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Prime Minister of Albania, Sali Berisha has sent a
condolences message to President of France, Nicolas

Sarkozy, where offers his most sincere condolences
and expresses deepest pain over the crash of "Air
France" plane.
The premier writes in his message:

"Dear Mr. President!

The news of disappearance in the ocean of
the Air France plane with 228 passengers on board
was very shocking for me and my government. On this
occasion, | convey to You, Mr. President, Your
government, friendly French nation and relatives of the
missing people the most sincere condolences.
Albanians share with you the deepest pain for the
tragic accident and pray for their souls to rest in
peace".

Respectfully yours,
Sali Berisha”
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Prime Minister
Sali Berisha met
today by noon
with
representatives
of the small
business during a
visit he paid to
the Cham open
market place in the capital. The premier stopped off
and talked with the vendors of this market and got to
know from very close the concerns of their economic
activity. The representatives of the small business in
this market expressed their concern to Premier
Berisha for the increase of the annual taxes by the
municipality and said that these taxes are making their
business harder. They thanked Premier Berisha for the
attention paid to their business and

highlighted the fact that they were regular taxpayers.
They stressed that during a meeting held with Tirana
mayor had reminded him of his promise for building of
this market place with all the proper accessories, but
they got only negative and arrogant responses.
Premier Berisha considered arrogance the worst
feature of an official and assured the businessmen
they will enjoy the total support of his government for
the adjustment of this market and for building of the
infrastructure in this area. “I asked the head of the
mini-city hall, Mr. Bogdani, to jointly draft the project
and we shall finance the building of this market new,
like you deserve it,” said the premier. Further on, the
premier highlighted the importance that the small
business assumes for the economic development of
the country. Therefore, said further the premier, “4
years ago we promised to halve the national tax on
this business and realized that as a rather important
and indispensable decision.” The premier underlined
that it was precisely the low tax policy what protected

DEPARTMENT OF INFORMATION AND PUBLIC RELATIONS
Address: Council of Ministers, Blvd; “Déshmorét e K
Telephone: 00 355 4 277 329

ombit”, Tirané — Albania




JUNE 2009 — WEEKLY NEWS

Albania from the global economic crisis and pushed
the internationals to affirm that Albania is the first
about economic growth in Europe. The premier
focused on tax increase by Tirana city hall and
emphasized that in violation of every law this
municipality multiplied taxes on the small business
from 2 to 4 times. But, emphasized the premier, the
government didn’t allow such a thing and decided by
law that the small business can pay not a single penny
more than the 10% of the general tax. “Every failure to
abide by this law will face legal response,” said further
the premier. The premier emphasized that the local
authority autonomy is indispensable, but Tirana mayor
should not abuse and double or fourfold the taxes.
“Hence, the government adopted a special law to
sanction there will be no tax higher than 10%, as
defined by law. Nothing is more important than to work
for the consolidation and development of the small
business, because in every country of the developed
world 70% of the employees are in this business”, said
the premier. The premier also spoke about the tax on
business signboard which will be defined by law and it
will absolutely be no more than euro 1.

Premier Berisha took
part in the
inauguration
ceremony of terminal
of fuel deposits,
constructed by
Petrolifiera Italo —
Albaneze, in Vlora, an
57 million euro
investment. Attending
the ceremony were
ambassador of Italy
to Tirana, Mr. Saba D’Elia, deputy minister of
Economic Development of Italian government, Mr.
Adolfo Urso, director of Petrolifera Italo -Albanese Mr.
Guido Ottolenghi, minister of government, lawmakers,
etc. In his address, Premier Berisha considered this
investment of extraordinary

importance not only for Vlora, but also for Albania and
the region. Premier Berisha said, “This is a real
diamond in my government’s strategy for turning
Albania into a regional energy superpower”. Premier
Berisha said that Italian businesses are on top of
foreign investments in Albania, where in the last six
months were signed with major Italian companies
contracts amounting over 3.6 billion euro, as well as
other several million euro contracts are underway.
“One thing is sure: Albania has become the country of
great trust for Italian and world investors. Naturally,
Italian investments are on top of this vital process for

Albania. These investments are extended in different
fields, but above all in the field of energy. | am
convinced that in the next years these investments will
multiple. My promise before the Italian investors, and
all world investors, is that this country will undertake
every reform to turn into the friendliest country for
foreign investors in Europe”, Premier Berisha said.
On his part, director of Petrolifera Italo —Albanese Mr.
Guido Ottolenghi said that this investment will have
useful effects in entire Albanian energy market,
because it is the first investment in this sector in
compliance with the most advanced European
standards. Ottolenghi expressed gratitude to Albanian
government and other institutions for the support in the
realization of this work. “Your country in changing,
infrastructure is improving, government and public
administration is becoming more and more dynamic.
Financial system has developed, and many
international banks operate today in Albania. We have
met many honest, talented, experienced and visionary
people, who will push the country ahead. Albania has
joined NATO and soon will be member of European
Union”, he said.

On the other side, Deputy Minister of Economic
Development of Italian government, Adolfo Urso
praised the reforms undertaken by Albanian
government, as well as personal contribution of
Premier Berisha in these reforms, and said that
Albania is changing every day in all the directions.
“Albania is changing. It will change even more, it will
change with the work of the Albanians and work of
foreign investors”, he said. Referring to today’s
inauguration of the fuel deposits terminal, Urso said
that this work makes Vlora city, which once was
identified as the city of traffics, the city of great
changes that offers the foreign investors major
opportunities for their investments.
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Prime Minister
Sali Berisha
met today a
delegation of
Ad Hoc
Committee of
the
Parliamentary
Assembly of
the Council of Europe charged with monitoring of June
28 Parliamentary elections. The members of the
committee, headed by Dutch Parliamentarian Corien
Jonker, thanked the premier for the hospitality and
informed him that a 20 member delegation of
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parliamentarians will come to Albania to monitor the
elections. The premier highlighted the fundamental
importance of Albania current month elections for the
European integration of the country. He informed the
interlocutors on the efforts that the government is
making, side by side with the electoral administration,
for achievement of the best standards at June 28 poll.
Answering to questions of the members of the
delegation, Premier Berisha informed them on the
achievements of the consensual electoral reform which
substantially transformed the electoral system; it built
on the reliability of the electoral administration; it
adapted the best Council of Europe standards for the
transparency in financing the electoral campaign and it
also increased the transparency and efficiency of the
counting process. Speaking about issuing of the new
ID cards for the citizens, the premier emphasized the
modernization of the registry office and the great job of
the company that is producing the ID cards and
biometric passports. The company has set up
countrywide 500 application posts with sufficient
capacity of coping with all the demands. The premier
informed that the application system has been
exploited only at one third of its daily capacity available
and that the government of Albania has made it
possible for all the citizens without a passport to get
the ID card at just 200 leké if they apply prior the
Parliamentary elections. About 1.250.000 citizens
have already applied and 750.000 of them have
obtained the ID cards while the application and issuing
pace of the ID cards has assumed a growing speed.
The premier also pointed out that contrary to the
constant calls of the government for the citizens to get
the new ID cards, the opposition has conveyed
unsuccessful discouraging messages which have
failed to impinge the success of the process. The
premier also expressed his determination for holding
elections within their constitutional deadline. At the end
of the meeting, the premier assured the delegation for
an electoral process of the best democratic standards.
The premier reiterated his pleasure and welcome to
the participation of the observation mission of the
Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe in
the Parliamentary elections.

DEPARTMENT OF INFORMATION AND PUBLIC RELATIONS
Address: Council of Ministers, Blvd; “Déshmorét e K ombit”, Tirané — Albania
Telephone: 00 355 4 277 329



